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“
, “having spent a part of nearly 

Alexander is extensively interested.”
-

as a companion of Jennie Thorson, in 1902 married 

-
son moved to Minneapolis with her sisters, “to meet 

Minneapolis, they had a son, Anders George. In 1916, 

         
     
   Muck: A Transcendental History

notice of most historians. 
Aiming to correct that, I soon learned how to em-

places and cemeteries. I mailed scores of letters and on 
-

ments for interviews, even made some phone calls, a 
stretch for me.

perhaps leveraged by my board member neighbor, 

-
-

-
-
-

 in the 
and 

Pauline Alexander, Cream City debutante

                               Cholera, the COVID of 1835
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The “From Here” Award

-

-

came along to accomplish something in the real world, 

The story begins with my mother-in-law, Kay 

of long-time congressman and former Secretary of 

society president and award-winning local historian. 

-

never be “from here.”

neighbor boy, Liam VandenVandenschlagen, is “from 
here” as I never will be. I am “from Rapids.”

are getting pretty high. Now, 37 years after the City His-
torian fete, a second honor has come my way, happily 

of Commerce named me “2019 Citizen of the Year,” es-

president, Philip M. Brown, “the chief.”

-
 editor. Since then, 

project of importance. He is 2013 Citizen of the Year 

wrong side of the St. Croix and attended a high school 

-

By Uncle Dave
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  Maude Alexander’s Traveling Companion
-

Jennie Thorson. L.M. Alexander went with them as far 
as Chicago.” 

-

Thorson, born Jan. 18, 1877, in Sweden.
-

year.
That year, the mortgage on the Anders Thorson 

had been transferred to the same L.M. Alexander. 

-
ander, born in 1892, and her brother, John Edwards 
Alexander, 1894. 

Story is, Jennie’s mother, also named Regina, had 

in 1899.
-

              Pauline Alexander

perfect sense. 

John Alexander, was. 

word meant something. He was landlord of my chip-

behind the tree line. Alexander owned the smell of 

John was the son of Lewis M. Alexander, another 
Millionaire. After 1895, the Alexanders made their pri-

-

her brother, John, mother Lida, and a friend, “Miss 

The family were staying at the Sivyer cottage 

state.
Later reports said the engine had stalled and gas 

-

despite being a good swimmer, perished. Brother John 

Jones, having been seated farther from the engine and 
playing no role in the attempt to avert catastrophe, 

Sivyer Cottage, Oconomowoc, where the 

By Uncle Dave
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Jennie

But she wasn’t always an old lady. Her 
birth name was Regina “Jennie” Thorson 
(“Regina” with a hard G “Torson”). She 
was the sixth-born daughter of immigrants 
Anders and Regina Thorson. Jennie was 
young, pretty, full of fun and spoke with a 
sweet Swedish brogue. 

  In the 1890s, several of the mostly-
female Thorson offspring moved to Port 
Edwards, Wis., to work at the new John 
Edwards & Co. paper mill. In 1897, Jennie’s 
16-year-old sister, Ellen, was mentioned in 
the Rapids newspaper, “learning to be a 

married Peter Quam and continued to live 
in Port, where she was often visited by her 
Rudolph family. Jennie’s younger brother, 
Otto, worked in the Port mill as did the 
husband of Jennie’s older sister, Maria—
Christ Peterson. Another older sister, Hilma 
Jacobson (Mrs. Ole), with Jennie and Ellen 
Thorson, were reported in 1899 to have “re-
turned from Rudolph, where they have been 
for some time.”

  

               The Thorson Daughters

    
and Swedish girls from all over the Midwest 
convened in the Scandinavian mecca, Minneapolis, 
Minn.

-

By Uncle Dave

Jennie Thorson Monson
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-

As told to Phil, edited for . 
-

th

And three sisters, Leanne, Jean and Janet. I went to 

1954. 
-

ing ring. That was Charlie Ellis and he went on to box 

carrier and I was an all-service champion boxer. I won 
a boxing trophy in Hong Kong.

-

my dad.  He had left the mill and got into real estate and 

The Golden Eagle Family
Interviewing Walter, Marlace and Jay Parmeter

    No matter where you go,
             there you are
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                                   Ol’ Lady Monson

-

-

together.”
it.” 

wiped my hand on the seventh.”

-

done.”

I’ll have som
ething ready to eat.” 

mother, before she died.” 

-

what they lived on.

-
fo

ot
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“My mother was born in Milladore and my dad was 
-

ids paper mill. I had one sister who was almost eight 

-

secretary. George Nelson was one of my bosses. 
-

-

-

Poplar Street that was a little bigger.” 

the dance hall.

-

me and I sold it. Then I went to the tavern to meet with 
him, had a beer and gave him $1,000. I told him that for 

1967 ad in 
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Jay Parmeter: “Instead of dry walling the spec 

it.’ That’s how Panel It got its name. Mom was at home 

So the store idea came from that.  

54 at 32nd

where the Golden Eagle was.  

-

Plover on the river. 

there. He added onto that and made that into a tavern. 

lived. There was lots going on.

been here since then. 
-

when it was sold.
-

lots of additions to it.

started selling doors and windows. Sold a ton of cedar 

machine and then things started to change.

1967
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A Port Centennial Celebration

   

        

John and Dorothy
Alexander

Dorothy Dean Alexander
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Dorothy Alexander passed away at Riverview Hospital on Nov. 5, 1981. As the third generation to 
-

ports the places their predecessors devoted their energies to. 

-

-

-

-
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7

race.” Shown is Tod at a hillclimb.

Then-new        Panel It       1975

  Current location of Golden Eagle Log and Timber Homes
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Always a full moon at the Golden Eagle

A 1909 atlas did not show a parcel of bar-friendly 
property at what is now Highway 54 and Eagle Road 

Atwood, who, in 1916 “sold his saloon on the Plover 

-

fewer saloons in the town of Grand Rapids, one on the 
“sand hill,” the other being the Golden Eagle. Both 

 fame.

Golden Eagle Cafe “east of Grand Rapids on the 
Stevens Point road,” was charged with selling “moon-

-

Another saloon man who registered for the draft 

Violating Prohibition laws in 1922 were 14 “road-

-

bar mentioned before, and Joe Goodwin of the Golden 
Eagle Buffet “on highway 66 on the Stevens Point 

By Uncle Dave

-
rest of Joe Goodwin, the proprietor, and Harold Good-
win, who was in charge when the raid was made. 

-

laws. Leslie Goodwin, named as proprietor of the 

of a moveable “orgy,” a man and woman traveled from 

Golden Eagle 
saloon -
fore traveling on to another place at Meehan Station.

-

offense at his Sand Hill bar, Hoop-E-Doo. 
In 1927, Joe Goodwin, prop. of Golden Eagle 

“roadhouse,”

Golden Eagle Buffet
-

ate a farm he owned.

ale. The next year, Bodette was sentenced to 90 days 
in jail for violating Prohibition laws.

area were charged with violation of state law forbid-

 offered: “Golden Eagle 

Phone 776.”

Goodwin as shown in 1960 when he and Lester Ha-

S
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          Dorothy Dean Alexander 

years, her parents separated and she and her mother 
moved to Chicago. In 1904, Anna married wholesale 

In an October 1975 interview, Dorothy recalled 

-

in a hot, old garage… 

-

Grand Rapids there were no paved roads. 
-

to move anywhere as long as it was with John Edwards 
Alexander.

Soon she was dancing the nights away at the Mocca-

-
go and honeymooned at Colorado Springs,Yellowstone 

table and they’d play cards all day.” 

-

Dorothy’s friendship with Carl’s wife, Jane. The orches-

-
-

In December 1975, to honor her lifelong love of the 
theater arts, and for assistance in improvements of new 

-

is Born.” 
-

tions, Dorothy and John aided the Port Edwards Meth-

glass altar window were given in memory of Lewis 
Miller Alexander and Lida Edwards Alexander by the 

the 1957 John E. Alexander YMCA. 

where his grandfather, John Edwards Jr., sat on the 

develop, and where his father, Lewis Miller Alexander, 

of transition from a sawmill into a paper mill, and where 
John Alexander played on the lawn as a child.”

-
mas party held at the YMCA, for “deserving children.” 

-

gifts, candy, oranges and apples.
 After John Alexander’s death in 1963, Dorothy 

She was also a long-time board member for River-
view Hospital. In 1964, when the original white frame 

-

-
zen of the year in 1971. Giving the award was Chamber 

-
ed this party to leave with dry eyes. It is something to 
behold.”
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How about some famous recipe?

1948

1954

1934

1941

1930

-

recipe from the Goodwins for $1,000 and haven’t di-

Golden Eagle Barbeque Sauce Recipe
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-

John Alexander was responsible for traveling to Chi-
-

-

Golden Day,” followed by the eighth 

as master of ceremonies. 
-

Orchestra, dances, harvest shows and 
 

John Alexander’s father, Lewis Al-

 the only loca-
-

ple wishing to pay their respects. 
Said the , “The body was borne from 

the hearse, after the private services for the family at 

door. 
 was placed in the front 

gardens of neighbors and employees 
of the mills Mr. Alexander headed.”

-

-

Health and Recreation committee. She was an origi-

1916 Riverview Hospital.
-

loans from the national organization, awarded local 

women at Lincoln high school who aided in the effort. 
-

wards Alexander passed away at her 

member Harriet Jasperson offered 

-
ness. She was modest, feeling that 

when the occasion demanded.” 
-

-
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The New Golden Eagle

The sensitivities of the post-Beatles 
generation are shown by the names of  -

1968
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Courtesy of Cheryl Panter

1943

WWII—

Home
Front
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     Lida Edwards Alexander

-
wards and John Edwards between 1863-1868. Alice, 
John and Mary died as infants.

-

arts as her mother did. 
-

neyed to California to relive memories of John’s gold 
mining days, and, in the process, met Lewis Miller 

Mo. That year, after his election to the state legisla-

John Edwards & Co. Alexander became president in 

Paper Co. or NEPCO. Alexander was also president 

1892 and their son, John, in 1894. The family trav-

-

After a 1912 boating accident claimed the life of 

In 1914, Lida’s son, John Edwards Alexander, 

school and went on to receive a degree in chemical 

in Chicago.

state. 

Lida Edwards Alexander
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The 1970 ad for “The Terrace” appeared side-
by-side with the Golden Eagle’s and another for a “Y 

most responsible for.

2410 8th Street S., possibly where the CVS pharmacy 

when UD was in 7th and 8th grades. That’s when a 

space for a jazz combo.

local bars. “Other favorite night spots which are new 

Terrace Gardens

-

-

come to Rapids in 1946.
A 1963  reported that, established in 1960 

and recently remodeled, Terrace Gardens was owned 

Claire Holiday Inn, with Roger Ebbe at the bar.

In 1965, “food and frolic” were the bill of fare at 

the action is.’”   
-

chased from the Slivas by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Irwin. 

In 1971, Glen Pilling applied to Mineral Point, 

to Robert Pilling, manager of Gritzmacher’s bowling 

-
times it was pretty posh on the inside.

By Uncle Dave
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Frances Morrill Edwards

Leaves from the Almond Tree
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American Bandstand, Rapids

The Robbs, from Oconomowoc, 

-

Raiders. In 1970, they played the Gold-
en Eagle right here in River City.

-

In 1975, the three Robb Brothers 
-

-

-

April 27, 1972

1970 
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The one-room school was located 200 feet west of 
-
-

and John Edwards Jr., both 
29, were married.

see them now, the children 

and my heart is gladdened 
to see...not only parents 

In March 1891, then a 

-
-

port to her many interests 
well into her later years. 

In 1901, when she was 

-

and her Christian faith.

have not been located.
-

-
-

ist.

-

chair for Mathematics in 

Edwards died Nov. 29, 

Hinsdale, Ill., after having 
fallen. She was 90. 

-
dents are still learning in 
the village where she was 

-

-

-
ces and John started their 
life together.

This section of a song 

in her memorial service:

Y

June 2020                                                                                                                      Artifacts 

14

-

-
-

was ready to enroll in seminary when his 

set aside his plans and went home to help 

Consolidated Papers. At the same time he 

many lay positions. His mom remarried 
-

ers Otto, Emil, Don, George and sister 

were married Nov. 24, 1934.  
Somewhere along the way, Dad developed a life-

-

brother and sisters married, new family names became 

 Shortly after my birth, March 17, 1942, my mother 

-

I believe my family did anything and everything 

for the rest of their lives.

Stevens Point when my mom’s health went on a down-

-

was sitting next to the bed holding her 
hand. That was the only time I saw him 
cry.  

By 1969, I had married and moved to 

dad was again living alone at 151 18th 

her showed the best smiles on his face 
that I had ever seen. 

In 1971, when the Hafermann Home-
stead opened, he and brother-in-law Herb 

-
sin Rapids Twins. He served on the board of directors 
and he enjoyed that a lot.  

began spending time with each other. There was less 
time spent at Homestead playing golf and more time 

-
nice got married.  

Before he met Bernice, Dad experienced a heart sit-

Bill Sachs at CPI retirement

MY DAD, BILL SACHS

By Jim Sachs
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he had an enlarged heart. Then one day in October 1983 
while shopping with Bernice, he had a massive heart 

Rapids. Everyone in his family past and present had an 

before I got there. I regret not getting to say good bye.

favorite memories of Dad.  

-
dio voice of the Braves, Earl Gillespie, was a friend of 

-

Ed’s life was complete.

president and Dad was on the board of directors for the 
Twins farm team in Rapids. After the game against  the  

-

that hand any time soon.

and said she was not going to the game. So in the 18th 
-

some pepper. He seemed ready for the game.    

Seems Mom was right to stay home for this one.

Bill, Jim and Clara Sachs 
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It began 180 years ago, when John Edwards Sr., of 

-
ing it for many years.  

-
ness, what actions and interests did their wives and 

-

       Frances Morrill Edwards 

5, 1831, to Levi and Sophronia Morrill, a family whose 

teaching career in Lancaster and Bethlehem, N.H.

-

-
-

-

-
-

Port Edwards’ Founding Family: The Women

-

-
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Happy Days Not Long Past

Photo from Daily Tribune, 
scanned by C.H. Bruse

June 1969
West Side near river

16
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Happy Days Not Long Past

Photo from Daily Tribune, 
scanned by C.H. Bruse

June 1969
West Side near river

16
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he had an enlarged heart. Then one day in October 1983 
while shopping with Bernice, he had a massive heart 

Rapids. Everyone in his family past and present had an 

before I got there. I regret not getting to say good bye.

favorite memories of Dad.  

-
dio voice of the Braves, Earl Gillespie, was a friend of 

-

Ed’s life was complete.

president and Dad was on the board of directors for the 
Twins farm team in Rapids. After the game against  the  

-

that hand any time soon.

and said she was not going to the game. So in the 18th 
-

some pepper. He seemed ready for the game.    

Seems Mom was right to stay home for this one.

Bill, Jim and Clara Sachs 
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It began 180 years ago, when John Edwards Sr., of 

-
ing it for many years.  

-
ness, what actions and interests did their wives and 

-

       Frances Morrill Edwards 

5, 1831, to Levi and Sophronia Morrill, a family whose 

teaching career in Lancaster and Bethlehem, N.H.

-

-
-

-

-
-

Port Edwards’ Founding Family: The Women

-

-
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The one-room school was located 200 feet west of 
-
-

and John Edwards Jr., both 
29, were married.

see them now, the children 

and my heart is gladdened 
to see...not only parents 

In March 1891, then a 

-
-

port to her many interests 
well into her later years. 

In 1901, when she was 

-

and her Christian faith.

have not been located.
-

-
-

ist.

-

chair for Mathematics in 

Edwards died Nov. 29, 

Hinsdale, Ill., after having 
fallen. She was 90. 

-
dents are still learning in 
the village where she was 

-

-

-
ces and John started their 
life together.

This section of a song 

in her memorial service:

Y
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-

-
-

was ready to enroll in seminary when his 

set aside his plans and went home to help 

Consolidated Papers. At the same time he 

many lay positions. His mom remarried 
-

ers Otto, Emil, Don, George and sister 

were married Nov. 24, 1934.  
Somewhere along the way, Dad developed a life-

-

brother and sisters married, new family names became 

 Shortly after my birth, March 17, 1942, my mother 

-

I believe my family did anything and everything 

for the rest of their lives.

Stevens Point when my mom’s health went on a down-

-

was sitting next to the bed holding her 
hand. That was the only time I saw him 
cry.  

By 1969, I had married and moved to 

dad was again living alone at 151 18th 

her showed the best smiles on his face 
that I had ever seen. 

In 1971, when the Hafermann Home-
stead opened, he and brother-in-law Herb 

-
sin Rapids Twins. He served on the board of directors 
and he enjoyed that a lot.  

began spending time with each other. There was less 
time spent at Homestead playing golf and more time 

-
nice got married.  

Before he met Bernice, Dad experienced a heart sit-

Bill Sachs at CPI retirement

MY DAD, BILL SACHS

By Jim Sachs
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American Bandstand, Rapids

The Robbs, from Oconomowoc, 

-

Raiders. In 1970, they played the Gold-
en Eagle right here in River City.

-

In 1975, the three Robb Brothers 
-

-

-

April 27, 1972

1970 
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The 1970 ad for “The Terrace” appeared side-
by-side with the Golden Eagle’s and another for a “Y 

most responsible for.

2410 8th Street S., possibly where the CVS pharmacy 

when UD was in 7th and 8th grades. That’s when a 

space for a jazz combo.

local bars. “Other favorite night spots which are new 

Terrace Gardens

-

-

come to Rapids in 1946.
A 1963  reported that, established in 1960 

and recently remodeled, Terrace Gardens was owned 

Claire Holiday Inn, with Roger Ebbe at the bar.

In 1965, “food and frolic” were the bill of fare at 

the action is.’”   
-

chased from the Slivas by Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Irwin. 

In 1971, Glen Pilling applied to Mineral Point, 

to Robert Pilling, manager of Gritzmacher’s bowling 

-
times it was pretty posh on the inside.

By Uncle Dave
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Frances Morrill Edwards

Leaves from the Almond Tree
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Courtesy of Cheryl Panter

1943

WWII—

Home
Front
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     Lida Edwards Alexander

-
wards and John Edwards between 1863-1868. Alice, 
John and Mary died as infants.

-

arts as her mother did. 
-

neyed to California to relive memories of John’s gold 
mining days, and, in the process, met Lewis Miller 

Mo. That year, after his election to the state legisla-

John Edwards & Co. Alexander became president in 

Paper Co. or NEPCO. Alexander was also president 

1892 and their son, John, in 1894. The family trav-

-

After a 1912 boating accident claimed the life of 

In 1914, Lida’s son, John Edwards Alexander, 

school and went on to receive a degree in chemical 

in Chicago.

state. 

Lida Edwards Alexander



Artifacts                      June 2020  

23

-

John Alexander was responsible for traveling to Chi-
-

-

Golden Day,” followed by the eighth 

as master of ceremonies. 
-

Orchestra, dances, harvest shows and 
 

John Alexander’s father, Lewis Al-

 the only loca-
-

ple wishing to pay their respects. 
Said the , “The body was borne from 

the hearse, after the private services for the family at 

door. 
 was placed in the front 

gardens of neighbors and employees 
of the mills Mr. Alexander headed.”

-

-

Health and Recreation committee. She was an origi-

1916 Riverview Hospital.
-

loans from the national organization, awarded local 

women at Lincoln high school who aided in the effort. 
-

wards Alexander passed away at her 

member Harriet Jasperson offered 

-
ness. She was modest, feeling that 

when the occasion demanded.” 
-

-
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The New Golden Eagle

The sensitivities of the post-Beatles 
generation are shown by the names of  -

1968
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How about some famous recipe?

1948

1954

1934

1941

1930

-

recipe from the Goodwins for $1,000 and haven’t di-

Golden Eagle Barbeque Sauce Recipe
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Always a full moon at the Golden Eagle

A 1909 atlas did not show a parcel of bar-friendly 
property at what is now Highway 54 and Eagle Road 

Atwood, who, in 1916 “sold his saloon on the Plover 

-

fewer saloons in the town of Grand Rapids, one on the 
“sand hill,” the other being the Golden Eagle. Both 

 fame.

Golden Eagle Cafe “east of Grand Rapids on the 
Stevens Point road,” was charged with selling “moon-

-

Another saloon man who registered for the draft 

Violating Prohibition laws in 1922 were 14 “road-

-

bar mentioned before, and Joe Goodwin of the Golden 
Eagle Buffet “on highway 66 on the Stevens Point 

By Uncle Dave

-
rest of Joe Goodwin, the proprietor, and Harold Good-
win, who was in charge when the raid was made. 

-

laws. Leslie Goodwin, named as proprietor of the 

of a moveable “orgy,” a man and woman traveled from 

Golden Eagle 
saloon -
fore traveling on to another place at Meehan Station.

-

offense at his Sand Hill bar, Hoop-E-Doo. 
In 1927, Joe Goodwin, prop. of Golden Eagle 

“roadhouse,”

Golden Eagle Buffet
-

ate a farm he owned.

ale. The next year, Bodette was sentenced to 90 days 
in jail for violating Prohibition laws.

area were charged with violation of state law forbid-

 offered: “Golden Eagle 

Phone 776.”

Goodwin as shown in 1960 when he and Lester Ha-

S
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          Dorothy Dean Alexander 

years, her parents separated and she and her mother 
moved to Chicago. In 1904, Anna married wholesale 

In an October 1975 interview, Dorothy recalled 

-

in a hot, old garage… 

-

Grand Rapids there were no paved roads. 
-

to move anywhere as long as it was with John Edwards 
Alexander.

Soon she was dancing the nights away at the Mocca-

-
go and honeymooned at Colorado Springs,Yellowstone 

table and they’d play cards all day.” 

-

Dorothy’s friendship with Carl’s wife, Jane. The orches-

-
-

In December 1975, to honor her lifelong love of the 
theater arts, and for assistance in improvements of new 

-

is Born.” 
-

tions, Dorothy and John aided the Port Edwards Meth-

glass altar window were given in memory of Lewis 
Miller Alexander and Lida Edwards Alexander by the 

the 1957 John E. Alexander YMCA. 

where his grandfather, John Edwards Jr., sat on the 

develop, and where his father, Lewis Miller Alexander, 

of transition from a sawmill into a paper mill, and where 
John Alexander played on the lawn as a child.”

-
mas party held at the YMCA, for “deserving children.” 

-

gifts, candy, oranges and apples.
 After John Alexander’s death in 1963, Dorothy 

She was also a long-time board member for River-
view Hospital. In 1964, when the original white frame 

-

-
zen of the year in 1971. Giving the award was Chamber 

-
ed this party to leave with dry eyes. It is something to 
behold.”
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Dorothy Alexander passed away at Riverview Hospital on Nov. 5, 1981. As the third generation to 
-

ports the places their predecessors devoted their energies to. 

-

-

-

-
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race.” Shown is Tod at a hillclimb.

Then-new        Panel It       1975

  Current location of Golden Eagle Log and Timber Homes
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Jay Parmeter: “Instead of dry walling the spec 

it.’ That’s how Panel It got its name. Mom was at home 

So the store idea came from that.  

54 at 32nd

where the Golden Eagle was.  

-

Plover on the river. 

there. He added onto that and made that into a tavern. 

lived. There was lots going on.

been here since then. 
-

when it was sold.
-

lots of additions to it.

started selling doors and windows. Sold a ton of cedar 

machine and then things started to change.

1967
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A Port Centennial Celebration

   

        

John and Dorothy
Alexander

Dorothy Dean Alexander
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                                   Ol’ Lady Monson

-

-

together.”
it.” 

wiped my hand on the seventh.”

-

done.”

I’ll have som
ething ready to eat.” 

mother, before she died.” 

-

what they lived on.

-
fo

ot
. I

 o
fte

n 
w

on
de

re
d 

ho
w

 sh
e 

go
t h

er
e;
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“My mother was born in Milladore and my dad was 
-

ids paper mill. I had one sister who was almost eight 

-

secretary. George Nelson was one of my bosses. 
-

-

-

Poplar Street that was a little bigger.” 

the dance hall.

-

me and I sold it. Then I went to the tavern to meet with 
him, had a beer and gave him $1,000. I told him that for 

1967 ad in 
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Jennie

But she wasn’t always an old lady. Her 
birth name was Regina “Jennie” Thorson 
(“Regina” with a hard G “Torson”). She 
was the sixth-born daughter of immigrants 
Anders and Regina Thorson. Jennie was 
young, pretty, full of fun and spoke with a 
sweet Swedish brogue. 

  In the 1890s, several of the mostly-
female Thorson offspring moved to Port 
Edwards, Wis., to work at the new John 
Edwards & Co. paper mill. In 1897, Jennie’s 
16-year-old sister, Ellen, was mentioned in 
the Rapids newspaper, “learning to be a 

married Peter Quam and continued to live 
in Port, where she was often visited by her 
Rudolph family. Jennie’s younger brother, 
Otto, worked in the Port mill as did the 
husband of Jennie’s older sister, Maria—
Christ Peterson. Another older sister, Hilma 
Jacobson (Mrs. Ole), with Jennie and Ellen 
Thorson, were reported in 1899 to have “re-
turned from Rudolph, where they have been 
for some time.”

  

               The Thorson Daughters

    
and Swedish girls from all over the Midwest 
convened in the Scandinavian mecca, Minneapolis, 
Minn.

-

By Uncle Dave

Jennie Thorson Monson
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-

As told to Phil, edited for . 
-

th

And three sisters, Leanne, Jean and Janet. I went to 

1954. 
-

ing ring. That was Charlie Ellis and he went on to box 

carrier and I was an all-service champion boxer. I won 
a boxing trophy in Hong Kong.

-

my dad.  He had left the mill and got into real estate and 

The Golden Eagle Family
Interviewing Walter, Marlace and Jay Parmeter

    No matter where you go,
             there you are
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The “From Here” Award

-

-

came along to accomplish something in the real world, 

The story begins with my mother-in-law, Kay 

of long-time congressman and former Secretary of 

society president and award-winning local historian. 

-

never be “from here.”

neighbor boy, Liam VandenVandenschlagen, is “from 
here” as I never will be. I am “from Rapids.”

are getting pretty high. Now, 37 years after the City His-
torian fete, a second honor has come my way, happily 

of Commerce named me “2019 Citizen of the Year,” es-

president, Philip M. Brown, “the chief.”

-
 editor. Since then, 

project of importance. He is 2013 Citizen of the Year 

wrong side of the St. Croix and attended a high school 

-

By Uncle Dave
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  Maude Alexander’s Traveling Companion
-

Jennie Thorson. L.M. Alexander went with them as far 
as Chicago.” 

-

Thorson, born Jan. 18, 1877, in Sweden.
-

year.
That year, the mortgage on the Anders Thorson 

had been transferred to the same L.M. Alexander. 

-
ander, born in 1892, and her brother, John Edwards 
Alexander, 1894. 

Story is, Jennie’s mother, also named Regina, had 

in 1899.
-

              Pauline Alexander

perfect sense. 

John Alexander, was. 

word meant something. He was landlord of my chip-

behind the tree line. Alexander owned the smell of 

John was the son of Lewis M. Alexander, another 
Millionaire. After 1895, the Alexanders made their pri-

-

her brother, John, mother Lida, and a friend, “Miss 

The family were staying at the Sivyer cottage 

state.
Later reports said the engine had stalled and gas 

-

despite being a good swimmer, perished. Brother John 

Jones, having been seated farther from the engine and 
playing no role in the attempt to avert catastrophe, 

Sivyer Cottage, Oconomowoc, where the 

By Uncle Dave
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“
, “having spent a part of nearly 

Alexander is extensively interested.”
-

as a companion of Jennie Thorson, in 1902 married 

-
son moved to Minneapolis with her sisters, “to meet 

Minneapolis, they had a son, Anders George. In 1916, 

         
     
   Muck: A Transcendental History

notice of most historians. 
Aiming to correct that, I soon learned how to em-

places and cemeteries. I mailed scores of letters and on 
-

ments for interviews, even made some phone calls, a 
stretch for me.

perhaps leveraged by my board member neighbor, 

-
-

-
-
-

 in the 
and 

Pauline Alexander, Cream City debutante

                               Cholera, the COVID of 1835
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Photo 
by Gib

Helen Olson,
wife of Len, 
who owned a 
still standing 
gas station on 
8th St. S., 
neighbor to 
Caves, Engels,

Endrizzis’ trees 

Smokin’
up
the

summer

1950s

the portable 
backyard grill, 

a post-WWII
phenomenon
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