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The Faith and Feelings as One Looks Back 

0 come, let us sing unto the Lord; 

Let us make a _joyful no'ise to the rock of our salvation.' 

Let us come before HiiS presence with thanksgiving; 

And make a _joyful no i,se unto Him with psalms. 

F01· the Lord is a great God, 

And a great King above all gods. 

In His hand are the deep places of the earth· 

The strength of the hills i,s His also. 

The sea is His, and He made it; 

And His hands formed the dry land. 

0 come, let us worsh:iqJ and bow down, 

Let 'lts kneel beforn the Lonl ow· Maker. 

Fo1· He is our God, 

And we are the people of His pasture, 

And the sheev of His hand. 

Today if ye will hear His voice, 

Harden not yoiir hearts! 

Ps. 95:1-8 



The Gospel by Horseback and by Cart 

0NE of the most colorful figures in early 

American church life was the circuit-rider. 

He lived a hard but essentially glorious life. 

The company to which he . belonged was 

really a special order in the church. To all 

intents and purposes its members embraced 

evangelical poverty in that the annual pay 

amounted to no more than $100 or, perhaps, 

$150, while they depended on the goodwill 

of folks to whom they ministered for food 

on the vvay and for a bed at night. 

When one hears those of later years tell 

of things to be endured due to conditions of 

the road, the long and desolate stretches, 

the discomforts by night, one gets an idea 

of the experiences of these unencumbered 

apostles of Jesus Christ, foot-loose to serve 

God and man. 

Every state had men like these who made 

their parish bounds the measure of their 

own or their horse's strength. They would 

ride out of their headquarters, much as Jesus 

walked out of His (Capernaum), and then 

swing in a great arc across a territory. Vil

lages, isolated farms and lumber camps were 

visited. Thus ever new installments of the 

old story of a "sower going forth to sow" 

would be written. And the seed was the word 

of God. And some of it fell on the wayside, 

and some on stoney ground, and some amid 

thorns, but some also fell on good ground 

and brought forth fruit thirty, sixty and an 

hundredfold. 

In the early days of Lutheranism in Amer

ica the men we are thinking of sought out 

the German-speaking settlers and ministered 

unto them. Any hospitable home became a 

church on a given day. A few boards across 

rough chairs and pews were ready. A table 

against the wall and the altar was installed. 

A basin somewhere and the font for the rite 

of Holy Baptism was prepared. 

One wishes that one of them, working this 

area, had kept a diary, so that details could 

be traced. However, neither those directly 

involved nor any of the folk who got the 

benefit of their ministrations bothered. It 

was enough for them that the Gospel was 

spread and that settlers of every kind got 

the benefit of their ministrations. After all 

these years - a salute to heroic men of God 

- men of humility, of great courage and

fine faith.

We merely know a few of the names. A 



Pastor Strieter from Germania, Marquette 
County, according to the records of St. John's 
Church, Kellner, came into this area be
tween 1860 and 1865. Another, whose field 
ranged all the way from Sheboygan Falls to 
Ashland and Superior, was Pastor J. J. Hoff
man. A third name, belonging to that period, 
is that of Pastor S. Estel. 

Some continuity to work in the Rapids be
gan with the first resident pastor at Kellner, 
Pastor Ph. Estel. He came early in 1865, as 
the record of his baptisms shows, with the 
first communion service held out there on 
the 9th Sunday after Trinity. 

It is to this time that the stories of mem
bers walking all the way to the Four-Mile 

Giants 
. 

1n the Earth 

WHAT drives people to leave known 
country for the unknown? What makes them 
cross an ocean and penetrate ever deeper into 
new areas, risking their life at times and 
always accepting hardship and loneliness? 
No doubt it is the hope of bettering condi
tions, love of elbow-room, the desire for a 
new beginning. Perhaps men saw in the giori
ous stand of trees and in the booming lum
ber industry, a chance for work. 

Well, whatever it was that lured them to 
forsake the old stamping grounds, they came. 
Some of the oldest members still related 
memories of the trip by ox-cart up from 
Milwaukee - a trip lasting an entire week. 
What a journey that must have been in 
a creaking wagon over trails rough past 
belief! Even a slowly paced wagon must have 
rolled like a ship. When the destination was 
reached� the first home was in the wagon 
and under the wagon box until logs were 
felled and cured and put in place. In a way 
though, it was God's country, with virgin tim-
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Creek Church (Kellner), or to the Town Sie
gel Church, refer. When services were con
ducted locally, use was made of various pri
vate homes. Between 1877 and 1880 the old 
John Plenke home, on the corner of Wis
consin and Ninth Street N., served as a 
church. After 1880 the group of worship
pers could no longer be accommodated in 
a private dwelling. They then met in the old 
courthouse. It is of interest to note that 
the first minutes in 1882, contain the reso
lution that "the courthouse is to be kept 
clean." 

The second step in the history of Im
manuel is that of affiliated parish to the Kell
ner Church with Pastor F. Leyhe in charge. 

ber everywhere -- literally, one could not 
see the sun for the height of the trees - with 
game in the woods, fish in the streams, and 
occasi1.m for plenty of honest work. 

Naturally, the country was not completely 
unoccupied. The annual Pow-wow of Indians 
at Pittsville hints at the first chapter in the 
settlement of this area, when Menomonee 
Indians held title to the land which took in 
also the site of the city. The name they gave 
to the area is preserved in the name of one 
of our industries: Ahdawagam, meaning 
"two-sided rapids." (I suppose, the double 
channel all the way down from Biron was 
responsible). About 200 occupied the coun
try from the Grand Rapids up to Tommy 
Hawk Lake, according to A. Derleth. The 
men hunted and the women trapped wh1=:n 
not engaged in the other chores around the 
encampment. 

When the settlers moved in, they could 
homestead. That meant a man could come 
into possession of 40 acres of land by right 



of his claim and of his labor, that is, if he 
stayed five years on the plot to which his 
claim had been filed. All of which sounds 
like a mighty good deal. But one should not 
overlook the amount of work that had to be 
put in before a man had a clearing and fi
nc1lly a farm. 

The trees, which were the wealth of the 
area, were also an almost insuperable prob
lem. To clear the land in a day when one had 
no machinery to supplement one's strength 
or that of an ox', was an exhausting as it was 
endless. Men have told me that it took one 
entire day to pull out a giant stump. And what 
to do with all the wood that was left over

and above one's needs? There remain-ed 
nothing but to burn the same. Thus, untold 
wealth on the individual farms and around 
the sawmills, where only the heart-wood was 
kept, went up in smoke. Once the trees were 
gone, the men who wanted to farm could 
plant their rye and potatoes and gather their 
hay from the marsh. The grain was cut with 
a cradle and thrashed with a flail. 

Their only assistants were usually a team· 
of oxen. Perhaps all of us have wondered 
why oxen were chosen instead of horses. 
A horse had to be fed, while an ox was ca
pable of scrounging for its living in the 
woods. In order that the wandering animal 
could be located, a bell was tied to its neck. 

Once men had more land under cultivation 
than they personally needed, produce could 
be shipped. One of our members told of 
the Wood County Reporter carrying the 
advertisement that four carloads of potatoes 
would be shipped on a given day. The family 
worked all through the night sacking 100 
bushel of potatoes. At 4:00 A.M. the wagon 
was on its way to the railroad. When the 
farmer got to town, other farmers had already 
lined up all the way from the depot to the 
west end of the bridge. By the time the load 
was weighed and stored in the cars and the 
return journey made, it was 4:00 A.M. the 
next -morning. All this when spuds sold for 
15c per bushel! 

Obviously, there was not much money. 
Nearly all transactions were on a barter 
basis. Farmers would, therefore, forsake the 
farms during the winter months to earn 

some cash from the timber companies. Eggs 
were 3c per dozen, butter 5c per pound. 
Wages ran in the neighborhood of 65c per 
day. 

Lumbering was the, chief business in the 
area for quite a few years. There were a 
number of sawmills up and down the river. 
The ones closest to town were by Mead ls
land and another at the South Side. Lumber 
wa, run in the form of rafts in the spring 
and fall when the water was high, and rafted 
as far south as St. Louis. There was only 
one dam between here and Kilbourn, a 
little one at the South Side. During high 
water the rafts were run right over it. In 
the swift water the men aboard would dis
appear from sight for several anxious mo
ments, their only support a sucker line (a 
line which ran from one end of the raft to 
the other), and feet braced against the head
board. Sometime3 the rafts would break 
auart and the men aboard · would drown. 
There were times, too, when a crib couldn't 
make it over the dam and it would hang 
there - occasionally for wee,ks. 

The rafts were made up and tied near 
the oresent Elks Club. Usually two crews 
would be on duty. One would be coming back 
from the trip beyond the rapids, while an
other would be starting a second raft on its 
way. Because of the peril involved in the 
operation, women would line the banks watch
ing to see whether or not their husbands 
were safe. 

The lumbermen were tough characters and 
fights were frequent on Main Street. The 
marvel was that so few who got involved 
in these fracases were seriously hurt, for 
no blows were barred and the victim could 
expect to be stomped on with the corked 
shoes of his opponent. 

-The law was represented by a city mar
shal. A person least capable of interfering 
with any of the lawlessness was ·considered 
the ideal candidate for the job. 

Quite naturally industries dependent on 
lumber were to be found ·here, such as a 
'hardwood manufacturing plant, a ·planing 
mill, a chair factory, a wagon works, a·shingle 
mill, a hub and spoke factory, and a tannery. 

To picture the setting of the church in 
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the early days, this map at the right, repro
duced through the courtesy of Mr. Theodore 
Brazeau and Mr. Richard Brazeau, might be 
of considerable help. 

From a map in the Register of Deeds of
fice, dating back to 1875, we glean the fol
lowing: 
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Eighth Street was at one time Mil
waukee Street, Grand had the name of 
Arbor Street and extended from what 
is now 9th to 5th Street where it turned 
to join Oak Street. Fifth Street was Court 
House Street, 6th Street was Law Street, 
7th Street was College Street, 9th had 
the name of Broadway, 10th of Madison, 
11th of Seneca, and 12th of Lincoln. 

The street next to the river was Front 
Street and this became Water Street 
beyond the old Library. Center Street 
began at the Flat Iron Building, housing 
Building and Loan, where there is a fork. 
Third Street was High Street, 4th was 
Sycamore. 

We still have one or two relics of the 
short streets named with the letters of 
the alphabet all the way from C to I. Of 
those streets only "D" Street remains. 

West Grand was Cranberry Street. This 
was flanked on the south by Oak and 
on the north by Jackson. 

The old bridge was called Wagon 
Bridge. It was the successor of the foot
bridge, here in the 1850s, the first to 
span the Wisconsin River (1867). 

The area in which the church was built 
had occasional houses from the church 
north toward Baker. From 8th to 16th 
Street - in the area bound by Oak and 
Peach Street was a pasture, going by the 
name of its owner, Spafford's pasture. 
Being low, it flooded over, and in the 
winter, the youngsters skated there. (I 
was informed that there was a ball field 

in the middle of the area in which we are 
located). 

f 
Ninth Street was more important than 

8th, the reason being that 8th Street 
broke off at the north end, whereas 9th 
Street went to the hill and then circled 
down to the river to the south. Beyond 

· Oak Street, it jogged to about 16th Street
and then turned at an angle to the Four
Mile Creek Tavern.
At one time the County Fairgrounds
were in the Rapids and were located
in the area belonging to Lincoln High,
the Vocational School, Wood County
Normal and the adjoining athletic field.
The East Side Market Square housed a
pond and the West Side Square was a
potato patch.

East Grand Avenue did not have the 
prestige which it has today. At 5th Street 
it turned into Oak because of the big 
swamp which was located at the north 
end of the Witter farm. A man by the 
name of Old Pippin, dug wells along the 
hill and the water was run through Tam
arack pipes to the houses of the well-to
do in so-called "Quality Row." 

Horses were formerly watered from 
one of the springs that came in near the 
site of the Mead Hotel and from a trough 
located near the Sugar Bowl Cafe. At 
this point, too, the ferry touched when 
the bridge went out. 

There used to be a cr·eek - Arpin 
Creek - cutting through the city and 
emptying into the river near the present 
Daly Drug Store. Slabwood was used to 
fill in the bed when dry, but, during 
time of high water, the wood was set in 
motion. 

One of the recollections of the old 
city, relates to the high wooden side
walks and the awful mud in the streets. 
In such surroundings Immanuel Luth
eran Church was born. 
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1. Courthouse and Jail. 
2. Howe High School. 
3. Public School. 
4. Saw Mill, Neeves & Son. 
5. Saw Mill, John Rablin. 
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6. Foundry and Machine Shop, John Rablin. 
7. Roche House, William Roche. 
8. Tannery, D. P. Morrill. 
9. Rablin House. 

10. Green Bay & Minnesota R.R. Depot. 
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Bird's Eye View of the City of 
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GRAND RAPIDS 

Wood County, Wisconsin 

1874 

11. First National Bank, T. B. Scott, president. 
12. Bank of Grand Rapids, R. C. Worthington, president. 
13. Congregational Church, Rev. R. M. Webster. 
14. Methodist Church, Rev. Jesse Cole. 
15. Catholic Church, SS. Peter & Paul, Rev. William Dekelver. 
16. Cily Livery Stable, R. W. Lyon. 
17. Planing Mill & Sash Factory, .Tohn Rablin. 
18. Postoffice, G. F. Witter, M.D., P.M. 
19. Music Hall, R. C. Worthington, proprietor. 
20. Steam Fire Engine House. 



Pastor Kuechle 

1937-

Allowed of God to Preach the Gospel 

"Unto me, who am less than the least of al I saints, is this grace given, that 

I should preach . . the unsearchable (inexhaustible) riches of Christ." 

THE number of pastors who served Im
manuel during the three-quarters of a cen
tury is small. 

Pastor Leyhe held tenure here approxi
mately ten years, serving this congregation 
a, an affiliate to his main parishes at Kell
ner and at Sigel, where, by the way, he also 
taught school two days of each week at both 
places. He took care of the children of Im
manuel during the summer. Since not enough 
time was available, the children getting ready 
for Confirmation joined up with the class 
at Kell.ner, staying one overnight per week 
with relatives or at some hospitable family 
on the farm. On the long drive to the city 
and to Sigel, the pastor had two faithful 
friends: his horse "Prince" and his pipe. 
6 

Ephesians 3:8 

After every meal he would resort to his sec
ond friend, saying: 

"Nach dem Essen 
Musz man das Pfeifchen nicht ver

gessen." 

He was a very hard working and loyal man. 
Immanuel owes a great deal to his devo
tion to the Gospel and to the welfare of hu
man souls. 

The first resident pastor was Pastor J. 
Bittner, who came in 1886 and remained 
until 1904. Oddly enough, Mrs. Kuechle's 
grandfather on her mother's side baptized 
him. While he did most of his academic work 
in the Wisconsin Synod institutions near his 
home, he completed his training at St. Louis. 



When called, it was stipulated that, in addi

tion to his pastoral duties, he was to teach 

four days per week. His son remembers a 

time when he had nearly one hundred chil

dren in the classroom. The call required him 

to preach here, in Rudolph, in New Rome 

and Port Edwards. The salary was a munifi

cent $300 per year, which later on was raised 

to $400. 

A good many of you had the opportunity to 

meet and hear the next three pastors on one 

day. In 1939, when the Thirtieth Anniversary 

of our present church building was observed, 

Pastor H. Maack and R..F. W. Pautz preached 

in the morning services and Pastor F. H. 

Kretzschmar in the evening. 

The first two men were called from neigh

boring parishes. Pastor Maack came from 

Pittsville and Pastor Pautz from the Arpin

Vesper-Sherry parish. Pastor Maack's tenure 

ran from 1905-1912. Under him our present 

church was built. Pastor Pautz' ministry ex

tended from 1912-1920. The significant thing 

about his call was that he was commissioned 

to preach in English as well as German. 

In the very year that our city changed its 

name to Wisconsin Rapids, Pastor F. H. 

Kretzschmar assumed his duties. He remained 

until 1937. Under him our Wagerin organ 

was installed and the school property bought 

on Oak and 11th Streets. Since this building 

was too small, the two larger classrooms and 

the gym in the basement were added. The 

congregation also invested in the teacherage 

on Oak and 12th. 

In the fall of 1937, Pastor Ernest Kuechle 

was called from Detroit. The chronicle of 

the 20 years of his pastorate is given else

where. 

During the seventy-five years, 2,715 bap· 

tisms have been performed (our records begin 

with 1886. The five years prior to that time 

are integrated with the Kellner records). 

Also, 1,591 confirmations occurred, with an 

additional 312 adults; 726 marriages were 

performed and approximately 715 burials 

have taken place. The figure for the last cate

gory is not exact because of a gap in the 

record. 

There is little question that God has been 

good to Immanuel. From small and humblest 

l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3 

Pastor Leyhe 
1876 - 1886 

Pastor Bittner 
1886 - 1904 

Pastor Maack 
1905-1912 

Pastor Pautz 
1912 - 1920 

Pastor Kretzschmar 
1920-1937 

2 

4 

5 

beginnings great things have emerged. To 

Him, our blessed God and Saviour, as He 

worked through the Word and the instru
mentality of people, be the glory. "Except 

the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 

that build it. Except the Lord keepeth the 

city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Ps. 127:1. 

7 



Signers of the Constitution 

the THE realities just described become 
mere setting for another story which re
lates to the heart and to God. 

Man faces the stupendous wonder of the 
world. With every advance in knowledge 
that wonder increases. When scientific de
scriptions are given nowadays, commonplace 
terms no longer fit. "Atom Fairyland," "The 
Miracle of Muscle," "The Wonder of In
stinct," etc., is the way one must describe 
if one is to describe accurately. All of which 
says something to those who do not. want to 
be deaf. 

Man faces an amazing array of gifts,· each 
of which he would not trade for all the money 
of the world. He finds himself in debt from 
the first moment of conscious thought. 

Man also faces the fact that he is UNDER 
and not over law. He thinks ethically, that 
is, he operates with ideas of "right" and 
"wrong." He knows oughtness. He knows 
inward approval when a right and good thing 
is done and self-accusation and condemna
tion when the wrong. 

Man also is confronted by a word of au
thority, whose truth he cannot help but ac
knowledge. It is the voice which says: 
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"What doth it profit a man if he gain 
the world and lose his soul?" 

"Blessed are they which do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness." 

"Blessed are the merciful." 
"Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and 

His righteouness." 
"The Son of Man came, not to be min

istered unto, but to minister and to give 
His life a ransom for many." God so 
loved the world ... 

"I am the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life. No man cometh unto the Father but 
by Me." 
That voice is the voice of the Lord. 

The.:;e truths the Lord wanted relayed to 
men that their relationship to God and their 
conduct toward each other might be right. 
He wanted them to know the guilt of sin 
and the peace of forgiveness. He desired their 
faith and their devotion. For this end the 
Lord Jesus said in parting: "Ye shall be wit� 
nesses unto Me." "Go ye therefore and dis
ciple all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost."· "Teach them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you." 

Out of the proper response of the heart 
to these truths emerges the Christian con
gregation. Look at the address born by every 
New Testament letter and you will meet the 
small groups who had come to faith in the 
big pagan cities and in the small villages: 

"To all God's beloved in Rome, who 
are called to be saints." 

"To the church of God which is in Cor
inth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, 
called to be saints together with all those 
who in every place call on the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." 

"To all the saints in Christ Jesus who 
are at Philippi." 

One word describes the group, the same 
word that occurs in Article 3 "saints." Well, 
that is what a church member is to be -
every church member. The title to this chap
ter indicates that the names of those who 
seventy-five years ago desired to belong to 
this group of Christians, would be given. 

We find their names at the end of an old 



document, the first hand-written constitution. 
At its close the date is given "Grand Rapids, 
December 1881. The names appearing after 
the signature of the pastor, F. Leyhe, who 
was chairman, are numbered up to twenty
eight. In addition to these men who wanted 
to share in the responsibilities of administer
ing the church affairs, there were the wives 
of the men, plus about seventeen other fam
ilies. If some of the spellings are inaccurate, 

it is because the men did. not write too leg
ibly in all instances. 
GOTTFRIED POPOFSKY 

KARL SCHROEDER 

FRED BURGER 

GUSTAV NIEMANN 

JOHAN NAU 

F. W. WERGIN 

F. SCHANBRYTRAYSKI 
F. W. SCHULTZ 
J. MANSKA 
GUSTAV KRUEGER 
F. ZIEMEN 
JOHANN LUEBE 
JOHANN PLENKE 

JOHN KNEPEL 

HENRY TOTSKE 

FRED SMITH 

OTTOW HENRICH 

F. BOSLER 

WILHELM SCHNEEHN 

FREDRICH KARNATZ 
AUGUST JOHN 
FRIEDRICH BUNDE 
H. ERDMAN 
JOH PODEWIL TZ 
ALBERT JAHN 
HERMAN WITT 
WILBUR WITT 
ERNST MENZEL 

Church-Workers and Church-Goers 

CHURCH work is teamwork. Many must 
work together in the right faith and spirit if 
there is to be progress. 

A word should be said, first of all, con
cerning the people who served in various 
capacities. I should like to have you think of 
the chairmen, the elders, the trustees, the 
finance officers, the members of the various 
boards and committees (permanent boards 
whose personnel changes perhaps every three 
years and transitory boards who do a spe: 
cial job and then fade from the picture), 
secretaries, and the whole army of workers 
at special and common jobs and without 
whom there would not be much of a story to 
write. 

One wonders whether any church suffi
ciently appreciates all the labor that is 
needed to make a program successful? Our 
staff of workers, insofar as these work in 
the area of the whole congregation is known 
as the Church Council or Vestry. 

Church work is teamwork in an even 
larger sense, however, than joint work by 
duly - elected officials. Everyone who holds 
membership in a church is a member of a 
team. Think of a Sunday when the rains 
descend and the winds blow or the snow falls 
and but few feel that they can get to church. 

Then imagine if something like the deterring 
rain and winds and snow were in the hearts 
of many. Suppose we had a magnificent 
hymnody, fine music, a good sermon, prayers 
that lifted the heart - and suppose that no 
one cared enough to come? What kind of 
story could be written with such material? 
It is easy to guess, isn't it? Great days spring 
from great devotion. A fine story requires 
loyalties from many and unhesitating fidel
ity on the part of all. Where our church has 
been strong in the past, this has been its 
strength. This will be its· strength in the fu
ture. 

I would, therefore, give a line to that which 
is in every chapter of our story and in every 
paragraph of every chapter, namely, the fi
delity of people who knew and lived by the 
Saviour's word: "Blessed are they that hear 
the Word of God and keep it." 

The Saviour's words should not suggest 
only the story of a church-going people. Re
ligion is a matter for every day. All who sin
cerely believe the Gospel and try to embody 
the truth and the spirit of our blessed Lord 
are the builders of the church. 

St. Peter has put it like this: 
"So put away all malice and all guile and in

sincerity and envy and all slander. Like new-
9 



born babes, long for the pure spiritual milk, 
that by it you may grow up to salvation; for 
you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 
Come to Him, to that living stone, rejected by 
men, but in God's sight chosen and precious; 
and like living stones be yourselves built into 
a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scrip
ture: 

"Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
he who believes in Him will not be put 
to shame." 

To you, therefore, who believe, He 

Launching Out 

AT the time of the organization of the
congregation (1881), worship was conducted 
in the old. courthouse, a frame structure on 
the site of the pre.sent Sampson Canning Co. 
Religious instruction classes were also con
ducted here. 

The sale of the courthouse caused the 
members to make the resolution to build a 
sanctuary of their own. The first step, nat
urally, was the purchase of land. The orig-

is precious, but for those who do not be
lieve, "The very stone which the builders 
rejected has become the head of the cor
ner," and "a stone that will make men 
stumble, a rock that will make them 
fall"; for they stumble because they dis
obey the word, as they were destined to 
do. But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 
people, that you may declare the wonder
ful deeds of Him who called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous light. Once 
you were no people but now you are 
God's people; once you had not received 
mercy but now you have received 
mercy."-! Pet. II 1-10 (R.S.V.) 

inal transfer of property is herewith repro
duced: 

WARRANTY DEED. S. A. Spafford 
. and wife to Ev. Lutheran Church' of 
Gr. Rp. 

Date of Deed - April 27, 1883. 

Between Seth A. Spafford and Irena 
R. Spafford his wife of the City of Grand
Rapids, Wood County & State of Wiscon-



First 

Church 

sin parties of the first part, and Fred

erick Bunde, John Stamm and Henry 

Podeviltz, Trustees of Evangelical Luth

eran Emmanuel Congregation, and to 

their successors in office. 

Description: Commencing at a point 

obtained by running 294 feet south, and 

3'.) feet east from the northwest corner 

of the SW¼ of NE¼ section number 

seventeen (17) township twenty-two (22) 

north of range no. 6 east. Run thence 

from said starting point east 135 feet -

south 102 feet - west 135 feet - north 

102 feet to place of beginning. 

Recorded April 27th, 1883 in Volume 
2 Deeds on Page 148, at 9:15 A.M. 

The downpayment was to be $100, with 

the other $100 to be borrowed on a mort
gage for two years at 7 % interest. Imme

diately, carpenter Plenke was authorized to 
draw plans and to have them ready within 
a week. The instructions were that a Gothic 

design was to be employed. 

When the plans were submitted, the voters 
voted on every detail of the building. Since 

there had not been enough money to buy 
even the land, it was necessary to borrow 
$600 to purchase materials. Financial plans 

called for everyone to subscribe $20 toward 

the project. Thus the first church came into 

existence. 

Naturally, there were other incidental ex
penses to having a church. The first refer

ence to finances occurs in the July 8, 1882 

minutes where the names of six men are 
given, each of whom contributed toward the 

First Parsonage 

salary of the pastor. There are two contri

butions of $2.00, three of $1.00, and one of -
50c. That, with a balance of $1.00 from the 

previous quarter, amounting to $8.50 was 
turned over to Pastor Leyhe as his salary.· 

By the fall of the same year the voters re

solved that people should pay a total of $4.00 

per annum instead of $3.00 toward the pas
tor's salary. 

To understand these figures fairly, one 

must remember that a man earned about 60c 

per day, making the figure equal to about a 
week's wages. 

By 1886 the congregation felt itself strong 

enough to call a minister, who was to serve 
Town Rudolph, Port Edwards and Town 

Rome, in addition to the Rapids. The salary 
was to be $300 per year - without parson

age. 

The board at St. Louis which allocated 

the calls decided to send student Bittner 

back to his home state of Wisconsin, to its 

very heart. 

He came alone. Fortunately when hearts 

are young, they are adventurous. By Au

gust 16 a resolution was passed to allow the 

pastor to go on a journey to take unto him

self a bride. The first home was, according 
to one story, on the west side of the river. 

Soon he moved to the east side. His son 

recalls living on Washington, then on the 

southeast corner of 9th, and finally, in the 

parsonage which was decided on in 1891. 

Pastor Bittner barely arrived here when 

the congregation voted to proceed with the 

building of a school. 

When the decision was made to build the 
parsonage in '91, more ground had to be 

secured. Another lot was bought. There had 
been some difference of opinion whether the 

parsonage should be on the west or east side 



of the river. The majority decided for the 

Grand Rapids side. The pastor was sent 

around to get pledges. 
It seems that there were not a few finan

cial difficulties with the parsonage, for in 

1903 a stock company was formed to take 

over the parsonage. A month later the stock 

company was dissolved and the congrega

tion took over the dwelling. 
The years, under God, brought growth. 

In the fall of 1909 a resolution was passed 
to dispose of the old church and to build 

another sanctuary, able to seat no less than 

500 persons. The contract went for $11,536. 

This figure was used to set what each man 

owed. It was divided by the number of mem

bers, giving a figure of $150. 
Dedicatory services were to be held Dec. 

19, with sister congregations to be invited 

and free meals to be served at noon and 

evening for the brethren in the faith. The 

building committee was told to wear blue 

bands to identify itself. 

The new building brought with it new 

rules: One rule being that members could 

sit where they wished. Before that, men sat 

on one side of the church and women on the 

other. -Henceforth, families could worship 
together. 

The new basement, so superior to the quar

ters in the old school, prompted the mem
bers to get rid of the school for $225 and 
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ordered that school be kept in the basement 

of the church. 

The next step in improving facilities came 

in 1919 when the parsonage was rebuilt. The 

kitchen-dining room was redone, and the en

trance was moved to the center and arrange

ments made for a study. The pastor was given 

permission to build a garage. 

The school story recounts the removal of 

the school rooms to Oak and 11th and the 

enlargement of the plant, and the latest pur

chases in 1956 of property all the way north 

to Prospect. Meanwhile a teacherage was 

also secured on the corner of 11th and Oak. 

Under the story of music, account is taken 

of the purchase of the two-manual pipe organ. 

In the last twenty years some of the most 

significant things are the following: 
The payment of the debt incurred in the 

30's on the teacherage and on the school ren

ovation project. (Mortgage burned in 1941). 

The beautification of the church grounds 

(1939). The purchase of 25½ feet of extra 
playground (1940). The building of a reserve 

fund which would allow us to improve the 

church basement and heating system. By 
1947 this fund stood at $15,000. The insula

tion of the church in 1948. 

In 1949 there was the erection of a new 

school unit costing well over $80,000. The 

new church parlors were due to one of the 

finest volunteer programs it has ever been 



any man's privilege to see. A $50,000 to 
$60,000 project (1950). The North Entrance 
in 1951, also due to splendid volunteers. The 
new chancel in 1952. 

Panelling the assembly room ·at the school, 
new asphalt tile roof, repair of the school's 
stucco exterior and the color made to har
monize in 1953. Teacherage completely reno
vated and church kitchen redecorated also in 

_ 1953. Parsonage improvement program in 
1954. Purchase of properties north to Pros
pect at the school in 1956. Hot lunch pro
gram the same year. Rebuilding and enlarge
ment of one classroom by volunteers (1957). 

In 1957 a study of our church properties 
was ordered, so that we might intelligently 
decide what should be improved, what should 
be added, and a master plan drafted which 
could guide us in our thinking. 

Just a week before copy went to press sug
gestions from the architect were presented 
to a committee. 

The fact from which we must proceed is 
the following: Any scheme for redecorating 
the church must take into account the nec
essity of replastering the interior. This means 
that instead of the $5,000 to $10,000 job of 
redecoration, we are dealing with a $20,000 
one right from the start. For an additional 
$8,000 to $10,000 we can put on a new roof 
which would tie in with a structure, provid
ing the necessary room for offices, a small 
chapel or meeting room, a wardrobe and a 
large entry hall on the south side of the exist
ing church. 

If the space underneath the new addition 
would be used - as is recommended - we 
could put kitchen and rest rooms over to the 
south and enlarge the present parlors by 
the footage now occupied by these facilities. 
At the same time with these benefits, a new 
wooden ceiling would take care of the prob
lem of redecorating and cleaning through 
the years. Another staircase would be run 
to the balcony on the south side. With the 

west wall intact and without doors, we shall 
have room· for coats. 

All the members of the committee were 
impressed with advantages to be derived 
from the changes. 

The interior of the sanctuary should be 
attended to at the same time. 

There is no reason why we cannot have a 
new church, even though we stay at the same 
place and use 70% of the old structure. Too, 
we shall get all this at a cost anywhere from 
50 to 75% cheaper than those who have had 
to scrap all that they had and begin from 
scratch. 

The congregation ought also to consider 
improving the organ. While it is a reasonably 
good instrument, it does not compare with 
the many fine organs which one can find in 
churches throughout the country. 

Projects of this type are in order now. We 
should make a concerted effort to get them. 
All of you are ready for such a step forward 
if sentiments expressed on all sides reflect 
the general state of feelings. Thereafter, we 
should give attention to additional help in 
the ministry and in complete modernization 
of the old school. 

While such a program looks big, it can be 
realized with a minimum of strain if all con
scientiously give unto the Lord according to 
the measure in which all have been pros
pered. The rate at which we are going to make 
progress will depend wholly on whether or 
not the word and work of the Lord is going 
to be considered of paramount importance 
by the rank and file of our members. It will 
depend ·on the measure and fervor of our 
prayers and of our constant efforts and sac
rifices. 

It is at this point that a study of the past 
seventy-five years becomes an inspiration for 
the future. Whenever our members have 
dared and done things for God, He has always 
given His blessing. To Him is the glory for 
whatever is great and good in the record, 
and to Him will be the glory for whatever we 
add to it. 

"O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to build Thee an 

house for Thine holy name cometh of Thine hand, and is all Thine own." 
I Chronicles 29: 16 
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Our Church and 

IMMANUEL is a daughter �f the Kellner 
congregation. Once a resident pastorate was 
established at St. John's, the folk at the 
Rapids had regular services and their chil
dren were given the necessary instruction 
in the truths of the Christian faith. Thus, 
from the very first, the truth that no congre
gation liveth unto itself alone, was taught. 

The second time this lesson was enforced, 
was when the first pastor was called. Trained 
men are the result of a program and that 
program has to have backing and support. 
Someone has to set it up and supervise it 
and see to it that the faculty is staffed, etc. 
Immanuel was getting the fruit of the vision 
and work of other men and congregations 
who had federated :into a Synod, in this in
stance the Missouri Synod. 

As a result, in 1889, application was made 
by the congregation to the Synod (Missouri, 
Ohio, and other States) to be accepted into 
membership and at the convention in She
boygan, Immanuel was accepted into the·
District and into the Synod.. 

· · 

Participation in the work at large was 
rather meager in the early days. In 1908 
the congregation passed the measure that 
each member was to contribute 25c per an
num to the Synodical treasury. In recent 
years members have begun to feel more 
keenly their responsibility to support the 
larger body in the work of training pastors 
and teachers, of opening mission stations all 
over the world, of bringing the Gospel home 
to hea�ts by means of radio and TV. Often 
we speak of all monies sent away as Mission 
monies. Actually, they must take care of a 
host of things, ranging all the way from ad
ministration to education. A big body cannot 
14 
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be run without a lot of jobs being done, of 
which the average person is scarcely aware. 

We shall be able to make an even larger 
contribution to the joint effort, once all 
members realize that the whole of life in
volves stewardship. The Lenten self-denial 
project has upped our mission offerings by 
almost $2,000. With the constant depreciation 
of the dollar every one ought to realize that 
sums given ten years ago are worth today 
only one-half what they were then. 

Besides its obligation to Synod, Immanuel 
has had a growing awareness of its responsi
bility to the area in its neighborhood. 

The first pastor was called to serve not 
only here, but in Rudolph, Port Edwards, 
and Town Rome. Possibly during a vacancy, 
the pastor served Sigel and "Grent" (I do 
not know what this refers to) on Sunday 
afternoons (April, 1890). 

Shortly after the first church was built, 
its use was granted to the Norwegians. In 
1890 another such courtesy occurs and again 
in 1900 the minutes of April 11, state the 
resolution that the Norwegians could have 
the church for a period of three months with
out cost. 

In October, 1901, the pastor was given per
mission to found a congregation in Vesper 
and to preach there. And though the con
gregation was poor, in 1902 the resolution 
was passed to give the Vesper church per
mission to collect among our members for 
the building of a church. 

In 1899 a peaceful dismissal was given to 
17 members who were interested in starting 
a church on the west side of the river. Nat
urally, their families accompanied the sev
enteen voters. As time went on, others joined 



in this new venture. While there were occa

sional misunderstandings, the relations were 

basically cordial. There were many joint Mis

sion services held at the old Fairgrounds 

(now the Lincoln High athletic field). 

Planks were borrowed from the local lum

ber companies. Folks brought food for them
selves and "a dish to pass." Maybe the deep 
hold which the pot-luck has on this area 
dates back to these times and practices. There 
were also joint Thanksgiving services. One 
year the members of both parishes would 
worship at Immanuel, the next year at the 
West Side church. 

In 1907 a group of members was released 
in Port Edwards that they might found a 
congregation of their own. It seems that this 
venture ended in failure, for the residents 
of Port continued to worship partly here, but 
predominantly at Nekoosa. In recent times 
similar permission was granted to approach 
all our members. Flourishing Trinity is the 
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outcome of the decision of many at Nekoosa 
and here to have a church of their own. 

The pastor had requested the opening of 
a mission to the south of us and in 1949 a 
large tract of land was bought, followed by 
a canvass of the territory and the creation of 
the present St. Luke's. 

Joint work also finds expression in the 
support of a number of church charities. Con
tributions are received at Christmas, Easter 
and the Reformation Festival and at the end 
of the year the total is allocated to the Chil
dren's Friend Society, the Old Folks Home 
(Milwaukee), Bethesda (Watertown), Valpa
raiso University, the Lutheran Hour, Wheat
ridge, the American Bible Society, KFUO, 
the Deaf Institute (Detroit), the Deaconness 
Society, etc. 

In late years the clothing drive together 
with the churches in this region has been a 
noteworthy chapter in the story of Christian 
mercy to the destitute of the world. It is a 
work done together with many others. 

The story of a church shows man in togetherness with others, believing, worshiping, working, 

giving. Naturally, there is another side of life, where a person acts in aloneness. The fundamen
tal obligations of each individual are recorded in the Ten Commandments: 

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 

II Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord, they God in vain. 

Ill Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. 

IV Thou shalt honor thy father and thy mother, that it may be well with thee, and thou 
mayest live long on the earth. 

V Thou shalt not kill. 

VI Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VII Thou shalt not stea!. 

VIII Thou shalt no1 bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

IX Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house. 

X Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man servant, nor his maid servant, 
nor his cattle, nor· anything that is thy neighbor's. 

It should be realized that behind these ten sentences are the principles, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and - Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. 
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"Train up a child when in the way he should go, 

and when he is old he will not depart from it." 

Proverbs 22:6 



The Last Link the Chain 

IMMANUEL Lutheran Church has always 
been cognizant of Christ's command to teach 
all nations .(Matt. 28:19,20) and feed Christ's 
lambs (John 21:15). The history of maintain
ing a Christian Day School within the con
gregation, in order to carry out the Lord's 
directive, is indeed an interesting story, hav
ing its share of joys, sorrows, disappoint
ments and humor too. Now that one can 
look back and see how the seeds sown so 
many years ago have flourished and made 
possible a better understanding of our Sav
iour, His way of life, and how Hi;; children 
did give evidence of their faith, one cannot 
help but experience a deep feeling of grati
tude for the sacrifices made by the pioneers 
and leaders of Immanuel. 

Two years after the founding of the con
gregation in 1884, the first mention of formal 
schooling was made, when the congregation 
voted that school sessions were to be held in 
the balcony of the church. In order to carry 
out this program satisfactorily, all those who 
had been members for at least one year 
were expected to pay "schulgeld" or school 
money; apparently, the fee amounted to fifty 

cents per member. Seemingly, Pastor Leyhe 
conducted school in those lofty surround
ings. 

Even under the hardships, the school flour
ished to such an extent that in August of 
1886, a resolution was presented that a list 
of the constituency was to be drawn up to 
help determine whether or not enough money 
could be brought together in order to con
struct a building for school purposes. 

The congregation voted, in September of 
1886, to proceed with the construction of 
such a school, the dimensions to be twenty by 
thirty feet. The people were very specific 
as to how the building was to be built, every 
specification was voted upon even to the 
width of the chimney and the school benches. 
The builder of this educational unit was John 
Plenke. 

As a Christian Day School should, so al
ready in 1886, children other than members 
of the congregation were attracted by the 
light of Christian teaching. This presented 
another problem concerning tuition. So, in 
October of the same year, children not be
longing to the church, but attending school, 



were asked to pay 80c per month. This 
amount fluctuated throughout the years. 

It might be well to note that Pastor Bitt
ner was now in charge not only of the con
gregation but, in spite of his many duties 
confronting him as a pastor, also instructed 
the children. The picture must have been 
very bright and sunny, even in January of 
1887, for the records state that cloth was to 
be purchased in order to drape the windows 
so that the sun would not shine into the 
eyes of the children. When children take 
things for granted it is worth recalling that 
back in 1887 the congregation discussed 
whether or not they should go into debt to 
purchase a new stove for the school. 

Apparently, the first Children's Christmas 
Eve program was presented in 1887. The 
responsibility of selecting a Christmas tree 
and collecting money for its trimmings was 
delegated to the elders. They were to set up 
and trim the tree and, in case their strength 
and numbers were lacking, they were author
ized to enlist as much help as necessary. 

An annual event, after the construction 
of the school was the whitewashing of the 
interior. 

By the year 1889, the school enrollment 
had reached such proportions, and the pas
tor's duties grown to such extent, that the 
congregation considered calling a permanent 
teacher. However, this entailed more ex
pense than the congregation could bear, so 
the decision was reached that if enough 
money could be gathered, a lady teacher was 
to be secured at a salary of $15 dollars per 
month. The lady teacher engaged was Regina 
Rohrlack. The enrollment then numbered 
65, with Pastor Bittner still assisting in teach-

. ing the children, especially in the religion 
courses. Imagine, 65 children in a school 
20 X 30! 

A few months after school began, Febru
ary 1890, to be exact, the congregation de
cided that if they could gather three hun
dred dollars, a candidate from one of Synod's 
teachers colleges should be called. The 
amount collected did not meet the goal 
which.had been set so it was decided to give 
$250 annually to the candidate. 

For the fall term of 1890 the first regu
lar teacher was called. Mr. F. Schaefer, a 

18 

graduate of Synod's teaching seminary at 
Addison, Ill., accepted this call and served 
faithfully for three years before accepting a 
call elsewhere. 

Financial problems still beset the congre
gation, for in 1892, a special committee was 
set up to visit the homes and solicit funds 
for the teacher's salary. Undoubtedly, this 
was an urgent matter at this time since the 
teacher had a call in his possession which 
the congregation wanted him to refuse. One 
way in which the problem was lessened, was 
to give the profit from the school picnic to 
Teacher Schaefer. (I imagine he encouraged 
the children and their parents to attend). 
The amount must have been satisfactory; 
rather, one should say that the good teacher 
realized the plight of the congregation, since 
the call was returned. The following year 
Teacher Schaefer did accept a call and dur
ing the period of 1893 to 1905 the school 
was served by supply teachers. When none 
was available, Pastor Bittner took o_n the ad
ditional task. 

According to old school records, at one 
time Pastor Bittner taught 122 pupils. What 
a worker for Christ, such an enrollment and 
then still carrying on with the numerous 
duties a pastor normally has. 

No janitor was employed for the school, 
which may have been an economy measure, 
the pastor suggested that each pupil bring 
10c for this purpose and that the congre
gation give $10. This fund would be given 
one or two girls who were to keep the school 
in an orderly condition. A boy was given 
$2.50 to keep the school warm in winter. 

In the year 1900, it was decided to once 
again improve the school by installing a 
ceiling, obtaining 40 benches in three sizes, . 
a teacher's desk and blackboards. Someone 
must have fallen down on the job concern
ing the cleaning of the school, because the 
congregation resolved that the pastor had 
the right to ask the children to sweep the 
school. 

Two years later, 1902, the first mention 
was made of a school board composed of 
three members, Fred Mundinger, C. Lubeck 
and W. Neitzel. 

After twelve years, the congregation again 
called a teacher, stipulating that his salary 
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was to be $500 per year and that he was to 

hold school for ten months of the year. Mr. 
Hugo Oldsen, another graduate of Addison, 
was called as the teacher and served for two 

years. During Mr. Oldsen's tenure it seems 

as though report cards were regarded as 

essential and were purchased. 

Another interesting fact concerning the 
Christmas tree, turned up in 1907, when the 

congregation decided that any necessary 

monies needed for the tree and decorations 

be collected by the school children in the 

church. The supervision of this was dele
gated to the pastor, teacher and school board. 

After a lapse of two years, another grad

uate from Addison, Mr. Herman Tewes, was 

called to teach. Mr. Tewes served for three 
years and then was obliged to resign be

cause of poor health. During the time Mr. 
Tewes served, the school was transferred 

to the basement of the newly completed 

church. The small frame building whkh had 
served so long, was sold and moved from 

the premises. While Mr. Tewes served the 

congregation as the teacher, the school cal
endar was made to conform with that of 
the public school, and the health doctor was 

invited to visit the school. 

Following the resignation of Mr. Tewes 
at the end of the 1911 school term, a vacancy 

of three years followed, during which time 
supply students and the pastor served the 

school. 

In 1915, Mr. H. C. Richert, a graduate of 
River Forest, Ill., assumed charge of the 
school and served faithfully until July, 1918, 

when he accepted a call to Detroit, Mich. 

For some reason, the enrollment had 

dropped to 4 7 children who were taught 

by Teacher Richert and Pastor Pautz who 

taught religion. During the year 1916 the 

English language began to be employed in 

the school. Perhaps national conditions dic
tated a change, and probably, too, the em
ployment of the German language may have 
caused the decline in enrollment. 

After Mr. Richert concluded his services 

as principal, the congregation extended a 

number of calls which were declined. Fin
ally, a candidate was called from River For

est, at a salary of $65 per month. Mr. E. H. 

Voskamp was assigned the call and received 

$80 per month, but he had to pay his own 
rent out of this sum. 

In 1920, the enrollment in the parish 

school was 49, but rose to 75 in 1921, 
necessitating the use of the smaller room 

in the church basement, possibly the kitchen. 
Due to this increased enrollment, the con

gregation decided to obtain a second teacher, 
engaging Miss Clara Knoll. After only three 

months of teaching, following an operation, 
Miss Knoll was called to her heavenly rest. 

The vacancy caused by Miss Knoll's death, 

was filled by Miss Doris Zilz of Wausau. 

To make-for a better room, the property of 

the Seventh Day Adventist Church was taken 
under advisement. In the fall of 1922, the 

school was transferred to the newly acquired 
property on Oak Street which was purchased 
for $3,500. 

Miss Helen Fraatz succeeded Miss Zilz and 

served Immanuel from 1923-1925. In 1925 

the increased enrollment necessitated the 
branching off of the primary department, 

transferring it again to the church basement 
with Miss Anita Grabs in charge (1925-1929). 

In 1926, the school was again united in the 
enlar"ged school building which now boasted 

four classrooms. Miss Fraatz was succeeded 
in turn by student Harold Ahrens (1926-

1927), Miss Louis Kleinke (1926-1929) and 

Miss Irene Licht (1929-1930). Miss Grabs, 

(Mrs. W. Kauth) was succeeded by Miss Rhea 
Wolters (1929-1931), who became Mrs. L. W. 
Neitzel. 

In 1929, Mr. G. C. Mader of Tigerton, was 

called to the principalship of the school. Miss 
Licht was succeeded by Mr. R. A. Krause 
(1931-1934), a graduate of River Forest. The 

enrollment at this time was 145, the largest 

in the school history. It was under the di

rection of Mr. Mader that the first commence

ment exercises were held in 1930. 

Miss Viona Hoffman (1932-1937) succeeded 
Mrs. L. W. Neitzel as teacher of the primary 
department, and Mr. Krause was succeeded 
by Mr. E. C. Roth (1935-1937). Miss Elsa 

Surma (1938-1946) followed Miss Hoffman 

and served faithfully until accepting a posi

tion at Wausau. Mr. Roth in turn, was suc
ceeded by Mr. D. L. Kersten (1938-1949). The 

highlight of 1938 for Mr. D. L. Kersten was 
the fact that he had the largest group he 
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ever had the privilege to teach, numbering 
67 .. This large enrollment again compelled 
the addition of another teacher, thereby 
making full use of all the available rooms. 
Mrs. Irene Kruger became the fourth teacher 
in 1940. 

After Miss Surma's departure, Mrs. Vera 
Oestreich taught in the primary department 
from 1947-1957, ten years of very effective 
teaching. 

Lest we forget, our good Pastor Kuechle 
made an auspicious debut in 1937, and suc
cessfully coached the parish school team to 
its first basketball championship, giving heart 
that championship caliber was possible so 
more championships could and did follow. 

In order to provide additional playground 
for the crowded and restricted area, an ad
ditional plot north of the school was pur
chased. To help contain, not only the balls 
but the children as well, the donation of a 
fence by Mr. Mead was gladly accepted. 

Once again, due to God's blessing, the 
existing facilities were not sufficient to ac-

Mr. DeForest Kersten 

Principal 

commodate the number of children attending 
the Day School therefore, a financial effort 
was · made in 1948 in order to arrange for 
additional school rooms. After meetings and 
prayerful deliberations, the congregation de
cided to erect additional facilities, the net 
contracts amounting to $81,356. However, 
erection of the additional unit at the same 
location was undertaken in 1949. This was 
the year Mr. Kersten left to accept a divine 
call at Detroit, Mich. Mrs. George Schukar 
very ably filled the vacant position and 
served faithfully until 1954. 

The year 1949, was a monumental one also 
in this that a fifth teacher, Miss Doris Po
lansky (1949-1950), was added. The most note
worthy event, of course, was the dedication 
of the beautiful new four room addition on 
Sunday, December 11. The speaker for this 
grand occasion was a son of the congrega
tion, the Reverend Frank Kauth of Paducah, 
Kentucky. 

Time and the great cause must march on. 
Miss Polansky was replaced by Miss Ardelle 
Ehlert (1950-1951)., After serving one year, 
Miss Ehlert was replaced by Mrs. Mabel 
Stricker, who is still within our midst dili
gently preparing the young for the school
ing yet to come. 

Also in 1949, the pupils of the newly 
formed St. Luke's congregation.were received 
into our school. St. Luke's, with the aid of 
the District Mission Board, supplied one of 
the teachers. 

Mr. G. C. Mader, after many years of dili
gent and consecrated. service terminated his 
teaching at Immanuel and moved to Iowa. 
Mrs. Hazel Nelson was contracted to fill the 
vacancy thus created, and is still serving 
very ably. Mrs. L. Iverson and Mrs. R. Rick
off served as part time teachers during the 
1953 and 1954 school year. 

Mr. D. L. Kersten accepted the call as 
principal in 1954, the year the sixth teacher, 
Mrs. R. Rickoff, was added. Due to an in
crease in enrollment, the seventh teacher, 
Miss Sharon Mueller, was added to the staff, 
and for the 1956-1957 school term, 240 pupils 
were enrolled, the largest enrollment in his
tory, a very eventful year also in this that 37 
were graduated, again the largest class to 
do so. 



However 1957, also was sad because three 
consecrated and gifted teachers left our 
midst, Mrs. Vera Oestreich, Mrs. Vera Rick
off and Mrs. Irene Kruger. At the present 
time, Miss Gloria Schedler and Mrs. K. Chris
tensen have been contracted for the 1957-
1958 school term. 

With the pro3pect of future expansion 
in sight, Immanuel congregation this year 
purchased all the property north of school, 
now owning the entire portioa to the end 
of the blo:::k, making possible, too, much 
needed recreational area. Also one of the 
cla,srooms in the older section has been en
larged and renovated into a modern class
room. Our audio-visual aid program is ap
proaching the stage . where each classroom 
will be able to have its own integrated pro
gram. The entire curriculum has been care
fully reviewed and all new texts are em
ployed. An excellent bus service is offered 
to our pupils south of the city and our won
derful Mothers' Club is sponsoring an ideal 
hot-lunch program. This group is also mak
ing ample provisions for a library and ref
erence material in each classroom. The con
gregation has for the past two years been 
replacing the school desks with ultra-modern 
seats and plans to do so until the entire 
school has new seats. 

One may question the advisability of all 
the extra cost and concern which a Day 
School places upon a congregation. One need 
but look at how the Lord has blessed this 
institution and how it has grown. No, one 
cannot always measure the benefits of a 
school from an earthly viewpoint. Its entire 
merit will not be seen until that day when 
all His children will be congregated in His 
glorious kingdom. The Lord did command, 
His followers in Immanuel answered, they 
accepted the responsibility, and made pos
sible a better and more thoroughly indoc
trinated constituency, a better citizenry. 

We sincerely hope that our new religion 
courses will, with the blessing of the Holy 
Spirit, carry out the aims of Immanuel Luth
eran School, namely that the children will 
come to the realization that: 

1. Man is a totally lost and condemned
creature. 

Mrs. Mabel Stricker Mrs. Eleanor Christensen 

Miss Gloria Schedler Miss Sharon Mueller 

Mrs. Irene Kruger Mrs. Hazel Nelson 

2. The blood of Jesus has removed our
sin. 

3. We, out of love for Him, live in accord
ance to His Divine will. 

We pray God to continue to bless our 
school in the future as He has the past 75 
years to give us consecrated members con
cerned with Christi.an Education; to give 
pastors who inspire and guide the congrega
tion for the cause of leading lambs to Christ; 
faithful teachers who diligently make His 
word known to the young, and children whose 
hearts are receptive to the message of sal
vation. 

HOW SHALL THE YOUNG SECURE 
THEIR HEARTS? His Word the choicest 
rules imparts, to keep the conscience 
clean. 
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School on Sundays and During Vacation 

THE history of the Sunday schools of the 
Lutheran Church -· Missouri Synod - was 
written in congregations just like this one. 
Because of the strong emphasis on the pa
rochial school little attention was given to 
the Sunday school. In most cases the Sun
day school was looked upon as a missionary 
agency. Statistics available in "The Lutheran 
Cyclopedia" as to the number of congrega
tions with Sunday schools, date back no 
further than 1910. The first reference to 
our Sunday school in the minutes of the 
voters' meetings is to be found in 1909 when 
the pastor and teacher were given permis
sion to arrange for a Sunday school. The 
congregation discussed whether it would not 
be wise to carry on the instruction in the 
Sunday school chiefly in English. Since opin
ions differed, the solution was left to the 
pastor and teacher. The Missouri Synod did 
not produce Sunday school lesson material 
until 1911. Lesson helps for teachers were 
not added until 1916, and an official teachers' 
manual first appeared in 1923. 

During the early years of our Sunday 
school, sessions were held in the church 
basement with leadership responsibilities 
held by the day school teachers. When 
Teacher Voskamp left, August Ladwig took 
charge. Two of his helpers were Erna Schae
fer and Harold Knoll. Later Harold Knoll 
became superintendent. 

By this time the Sunday school had gained 
a more secure footing and more lay as
sistants had to be recruited for the impor
tant work of teaching. Regular teachers' 
meetings were held at the parsonage with 
Pastor Kuechle. By 1938 the Missouri Synod 
had taken further steps to provide for the 

training of lay Sunday school teachers. A 
Sunday School Teacher Training Committee 
was appointed and a series of courses was 
prepared. The teachers of our Sunday school 
availed themselves of this material in order 
to be better equipped for the task of teach
ing the 68 pupils then enrolled. Sessions 
were now held in the day school building 
during the first service. 

Under Mr. Knoll's supervision the Sun
day school enrollment continued to climb, 
reaching a total of 98 by 1939. Those on the 
teaching staff were: Elsa Surma, Evelyn 
Arndt, Dorothy Rickman, Marion Glebke, 
Paula Knie£ and Charlotte Knie£. Miss Norma 
Knie£ was secretary. 

During this time a pin award system was 
set up with apparent favorable results. By 
1940 the enroHment reached 126 with an 
average Sunday attendance of 81.4%. 

To quote from the annual report of 1941: 
"Our annual picnic was held on June 1, at 
Robinson Park. Ice cream, pop, lunch, with 
games and contests was enjoyed by approxi
mately 100 students. Our fifth annual Christ
mas program was held on December 21, at 
6:30 P.M. The entire Sunday school was 
overjoyed to see approximately 475 people 
present." (Incidentally, the collection taken 
at that program amounted to $20.07). Those 
teaching in 1941 were: Evelyn Arndt, Marga
ret Knie£, Julia Kruger, Elaine Neitzel, Julia 
Radomski, Nila Scheunemann, Jackie Kuenn, 
Marion Glebke, Lola Mae Warren and Dor
othy Rickman. Miss Elsa Surma taught a 
Bible class and Enno Knie£ was pin secre
tary. DeForest Kersten was the teacher in
structor, and he also conducted a teacher 
training course every Tuesday evening. 

Harold Knoll left the Sunday school in 
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1942. As a result there was no regular super
intendent until Harold Thalacker took charge 
in 1943. The enrollment at the end of 1942 
had fallen to 73 pupils, while at the end of 
1943 there was a gain of 12 pupils, bringing 
the total to 85. 

In 1944 the Synodical Peace Thankoffering 
Program started the children on a yearly 
mission project which has carried over to 
the present time. Mr. Kersten carried on as 
teacher instructor for the staff composed of 
Evelyn Arndt, Irene Knuth, Clara Neitzel, 
Marion Glebke, Kathryn Semrow, Mrs. Cey
lon Miller, Mrs. Leonard Knuth and Mrs. 
Harold Thalacker who also served as secre
tary. The enrollment again began to climb, 
totaling 94 in 1945, and 97 in 1946. 

Under the sponsorship of the Sunday 
school, an Adult Study Class, instructed by 
Mr. Kersten was begun in the fall of 1947. 
The 45 members studied a course on "Ameri
can Churches." The Sunday school member
ship at this time was 117. Of this total, 31 
were of pre-school age, 17 attended our day 
school and 69 attended public schools. Those 
teaching were: Irene Knuth, Joyce Neitzel, 
Beverly Zager, Delores Coon, Ruth Rickman, 
Mrs. Harold Thalacker, Marion Glebke and 
Mrs. Ceylon Miller. 

The Adult Study Class continued, and in 
1948 undertook a course on "Fundamental 
Christian Beliefs." The material for this 
course was paid for out of funds donated by 
the 138 Sunday school children as part of 
their mission program. 

The Sunday school m1ss10n project in 
1949 was the installation of a tract rack in 
the church vestibule. The Adult Study Class 
was discontinued when Mr. Kersten accepted 
a call to Detroit, Mich. Pastor Kuechle 
then assumed the duties of teacher instruc
tor for the staff of 10 teachers including: 
Irene Knuth, Mrs. Robert Leder, Phyllis Ze
man, Doris Raasch, Dorothy Meyer, Mrs. 
Ceylon Miller,. Elayne Rickman, Jean Wall, 
Ruth Rickman, Dolores Welch and Mrs. Har
old Thalacker. 

Harold Thalacker continued to serve as 
superintendent until the end of 1951. By 
then the enrollment had increased to 145 
and it was necessary to add four more 
teachers to the teaching staff. Those teach-
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ing at thi3 time were: Irene Knuth, Shirley 
Knuth, June Kristy, Jean Vallin, Doris 
Raa ,ch, Janet Schroedel, Elaine Witt, Bev
erly Howard, Russell Fluno, Jean Wall, Mrs. 
Ceylon Miller, Mrs. Ed Hentz, Mrs. Arnold 
Rotermund and Mrs. Raymond Lee. Jerry 
Meyer was asked to serve as pianist for the 
senior department which he continued to do 
until 1955 when he was replaced by Miss 
Carol Kuechle. 

The two mission projects for 1951 were a 
continuation of making available, free of 
charge, interesting and instructive tracts in 
the tract rack in the church vestibule, and 
a collection for the Lutheran Hour which 
amounted to $58.28. 

The Nursery Roll was begun under the 
sponsorship of the Sunday school in 1952. 
Mr. Raymond Lee had assumed the duties 
of superintendent on January 1, 1952 and 
Mrs. Lee was appointed Nursery Roll super
intendent. By the end of the year 49 babies 
had been born to members of the congrega
tion. 

A Nursery Class for three-year-olds was 
started in the fall of 1952. '_feaching pictures, 
a flannelgraph board and other teaching aids 
were purchased. Rooms in the old part of 
the building were painted and efforts were 
made to improve conditions generally. All 
of which helped to create an atmosphere 
conducive to good teaching. By God's grace 
the Sunday school_ grew, the enrollment 
reaching 170 by the middle of the year. 

Dramatic interpretation was introduced 
and favorably received at the annual Christ
mas program in 1952. 

In June of 1953 the first Daily Vacation 
Bible School opened. There were 144 chil
dren registered for the two-week period 
which concluded with an exhibit of handi
craft materials at the school. 

As the Sunday school grew, Sunday col
lections, mission and birthday offerings in
creased also. 

On November 8, 1953, the first issue of 
"The Sunday School News' appeared. This 
was a four-page paper giving important data 
on the Sunday school. Its purpose was to 
strengthen parent-teacher relationships. 

By the end of 1953 there were 101 babies 
on the Nursery Roll and 215 children in the 
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Sunday school. This increase necessitated the 
addition of several people to the staff. Those 
serving at this time were: Mrs. Ceylon Miller, 
Mrs. Roy Rued, Mrs. Ed Steinacker, Jean 
Vallin, Beverly Howard, Elaine Witt, Doris 
Raasch, Mrs. Elmer Kristy, June Kristy, Jo
anne Wilhorn, Shirley Knuth, Judy Panter, 
Kathryn Kuechle, Carol Facklam, Jerry 
Meyer, Russell Fluno and Mrs. Raymond 
Lee. 

Since the Sunday school staff members 
felt the congregation would welcome the op
portunity to have available for purchase, a 
selection of good religious books and ma
terials, the Sunday school sponsored the 
opening of a bookstore in the church parlors 
in September of 1954. Mrs. Ceylon Miller 
was appointed bookstore manager. She has 
as her assistants Mrs. Wilbur Fisher and 
Mrs. Norman Utech. 

Daily Vacation Bible School· enrollment in
creased each year totaling 172 in 1954, 205 
in 1955 and 212 in 1956. 

Efforts have been continued to improve 
,teaching methods. Pupils have profited 
greatly from the use of drama in their Sun
day sessions as well as in their Christmas 
programs. The Christmas program in 1956 
was presented at Lincoln Fieldhouse to ac
commodate the overflow attendance. 

New equipment has been purchased and 
curtains for classroom dividers have been 
installed in an effort to improve facilities. 

We now have 195 babies on our Nursery 
Roll and 290 children in the Sunday school. 
There has been a steady increase, the rec-

- ords showing 212 in 1955, and 228 in 1956.
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Sunday School Staff 

The staff includes: Mrs. Carol Schultz, Mrs. 
Donald Randecker, Mrs. Richard Anderson, 
Marlene Moll, Kathryn Kuechle, Mrs. Walter 
Reynolds, Mrs. Gerald Ristow, Linda Taylor, 
Flores Gumz, Mrs. Herbert Zuege, Mrs. E. 
J. Ylvisaker, Marion Ladwig, Mrs. Harold
Hancock, Mrs. Leah Mae Ehlert, Mrs. Rich
ard Burmeister, Mrs. Donald Kester, Nancy
Waters, Rena Plenge, Elaine Witt, Mrs.
Roger Rickhoff, Mrs. Roy Fiegel, Mrs. Law
rence Iverson, Mrs. Ed Steinacker, Richard
Berg, Mrs. Lyle Steuck, Sharon Mueller,
Carol Kuechle, Lou Ann Miller, Russell
Fluno, Kenneth Bean, Joyce Braem, Lucille
Droste and Susan Neitzel.

Mrs. Martin Kirchoefer is in charge of 
the Nursery Roll. 

Mr. Raymond Lee continues to serve as 
superintendent. Mrs. Raymond Lee handles 
the entire teacher preparation work for the 
primary and nursery class teachers. Pastor 
Kuechle has been instructing the teachers 
in a teacher training course each year to 
further preparation for carrying out the com
mision given by Christ to "feed His lambs." 

To feed Thy lambs so tender, 
To bend the twig to grow -

Oh Jesus, 'tis a fearful road 
That Thou hast bid us go. 

If only we be worthy 
Of the task before us now, -

For a guiding hand to lead us, 
At Thy feet we bow. 



The Ministry of Music 

"To all lovers of the liberal art of music. Dr. Martin Luther wishes grace and peace 

from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ. With all my heart I would extol the preci

ous gift of God in the noble art of music, but I scarcely know where to begin or end. 

There is nothing on earth which has not its tone. Even the air invisible sings when smitten 

with a staff. Among the beasts and the birds song is still more marvelous. David, himself 

a musician, testified with amazement and joy to the song of the birds. What then shall I 

say of the voice of man to which naught else may be compared? The heathen philosophers 

have striven in vain to explain how the tongue of man can express the thoughts of the 

heart in speech and song, through laughter and lamentation. Music is to be praised as 

second only to the Word of God because by her are all the emotions swayed. Nothing on 

earth is more mighty to make the sad gay and the gay sad, to hearten the downcast, mellow 

the over-weening, temper the exuberant, or mollify the vengeful. The Holy Spirit himself 

pays tribute to music when he records that the evil spirit of Saul was exercised as David 

played upon his harp. The fathers desired that music should always abide in the Church. 

That is why there are so many songs and psalms. This precious gift has been bestowed on 

men alone to remind them that they are created to praise and magnify the Lord. But when 

natural music is sharpened and polished by art, then one begins to see with amazement the 

great and perfect wisdom of God in his wonderful work of music, where one voice takes a 

simple part and around it sing three, four, or five other voices, leaping, springing round 

about, marvelously gracing the simple part, like a square dance in heaven with friendly 

bows, embracings, and hearty swinging of the partners. He who does not find this an 

inexpressible miracle of the Lord is truly a clod and is not worthy to be considered a man." 

(Translation from Baiton's ''Here I Stand", 343) 

FROM such an appreciative heart and 
from hearts sharing kindred thoughts and 
feelings, came the mighty impulse toward 
worthy hymns, a good liturgy and a place for 
choir and instruments in the public service. 
Of course, much depends upon local condi
tions. There must be a measure of free time 
and the opportunity for musical education 
and appreciation. These elements were lack
ing in central Wisconsin in the early days, 
even as elsewhere. 

bers agreed to compensate the player to the 
extent of $10 per year, a sum which was 
raised to $15 by 1896. The last mention of 
salary for the organist occurs in 1905 when 
the sum of 75c per Sunday was agreed upon. 
Early organists were Mr. Louis Jung, Mr. M. 
Schwehn, Miss Krueger, Miss Marie Bunge 
and Miss Martha Getzlaff (Mrs. F. Eberhardt). 
Once called teachers were present, they took 
over the playing of the organ. 

The last reed organ used by the church 
could be pumped with the feet, but it also 
had a device which allowed the organist to 
use someone who would pump a hand lever. 
In 1912, a resolution was passed that the 
teacher be allowed 25c for every service, 
with which he was to compensate the organ
pumpers (the exact wording was "um die 
Orgel Pumpers damit zu bezahlen."). 

At the very first, the worshippers sang 
without benefit of accompaniment. To keep 
voices in time and singing the right melody, 
a lead-singer (Vorsinger) was used. Once the 
congregation had a sanctuary, the desire for 
an instrument expressed itself. It seems that 
the_ first organ was donated, for the minutes 
contain an expression of thanks for one. Now 
the hunt for an organist was on. The mem- The pipe organ dates to the year 1924 
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when the voters resolved upon the purchase 
of a pipe organ at a price not to exceed $4,500. 

The system of having teachers play con
tinued until recently. Then, when we were 
left without a male teacher, following the 
departure of Mr.· G. C. Mader, a corps of 
volunteer organists from our own member
ship was recruited, consisting of Miss Carol 
Kuechle, Mr. Gerald Meyer and Mrs. R. 
Clausen. Mr. Oscar Grothe joined this group 
a bit later. At the present time the organists 
are Mr. Grothe, Miss Kuechle and Mr. De
Forest Kersten, with Mr. Meyer assisting 
during vacations. 

The birth of the choir occurred simul
taneously with the appearance of the first 
organist. Thursday evenings were set aside 
for choir rehearsals. Permission was given 
the choir either to stand or sit while singing 
in the service. The number of singers was, 
howe\'.er, restricted to sixteen. The organist 
was required to test the singers for ability 
and to choose the most competent. The list 
was then to be turned over to the pastor, 
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who was to submit the same to the congre
gation. 

Fortunately, the rules and the restrictions 
went by the board. Under a later teacher, 
Mr. H. Rickert, a general call was issued for 
singers and the good response made for a 
greatly enlarged choir. 

One of the things which seems to have im
pressed itself deeply on · the memories of the 
singers in the 1910's was the formation of 
an association of choirs from the Valley. 
This group would put on a "singerfest" in 
the various cities. This mass choir consisted 
of 300 voices. At a concert in Merrill, in 
which a church band also participated, the 
site for this gathering was the roller skating 
rink. Locally, it was the armory. 

Other stories of early years tell of many 
choir socials, which included trips to the 
confectionery store for chili or ice cream 
sundaes, picnics on the west side river bank 
near the North Wester Railroad bridge, and 
in late years at Lake W azeecha. 

It must be noted too, that at this time sing
ing in the choir . demanded extra effort on 



the part of many individuals. Members would 
sometimes have to walk as much as four 
miles to choir practice and then four miles 
back home during the summer. In winter 
they would travel by horse cutter as far as 
a shelter shed in town and then walk to 
church. 

In 1937 Immanuel had a Mixed Choir, a 
Male Choir, both of them under the direc
tion of Mr. G. C. Mader. A Women's Choir, 
consisting of Ladies' Aid members, served 
at funerals and at a variety of public func
tions. 

Our present set-up which has given us 
music of outstanding caliber was inaugurated 
in 1943. Mrs. R. Weiler was responsible for 
the transition to an a capella choir. Late in 
1945 or early in 1946, Mrs. Morris Nystrom 
assumed the directorship. Aside from a break 
of two years when Miss Carol Grau directed, 
Mrs. Nystrom has been in charge. Some of 
the finest choral music written for choirs 
has been sung in our regular worship service& 
and presented in occasional concerts. Some 
of these were heard over Radio Station 
WFHR in 1953-1954. 

Members of the present choir include 
Cheri Berg, Kathryn Kuechle, Carol Schultz, 
Doris Burmeister, Dorothy Anderson, Bev
erly Fiegel, Dawn Raasch, Jean Anderson, 
Gloria Loock, Idabel Wollenburg, Sharon 
Mueller, Lou Ann Miller, Joanne Wilhorn, 
Elaine Berg, Sue Eberhardt, Marion Ladwig, 
Erma Schredel, Gladys Laramie, Dawn Witt, 
Karen Nystrom, Pat Spatz, Earl Knorr, Roy 
Rued, Barbara Miller, Mildred Eberhardt, 

Elaine Witt, Janet Alfsen, Ruth Knorr, Har
Ray Lee, Morris Nystrom, Emil Schroedel, 
Donald Kuechle, Lynn Langton, Charleen 
Stolp, Janean Schade, Judy Knutson, Dave 
Markworth and Carol Kuechle. 

The quality of a choir is due in part to 
leadership and in part to the quality of mem
bership which constitutes it. We have had 
the good fortune to have had a combination 
of splendid voices and a spirit of devotion. 
Three-fourths of the membership has been 
with the organization a long time and have 
given their best to this most helpful ministry 
of sacred song. 

The choir has also acted as sponsor of 
visiting choirs, in order that stimulating 
music and technical skill and interesting in
terpretation might be observed as it came 
from others. Among the guest choirs ap
pearing at the Rapids under the auspices of 
our choir have been Concordia Teachers Col
lege of River Forest, 111.; Wartburg College 
Choir of Waterloo, Iowa; St. Olaf · College 
Choir of Northfield, Minn.; Springfield Semi
nary Choir of Springfield, Ill., and the Luth
eran A Capella Choir of Milwaukee. 

In addition to the Senior Choir, the vari
ous classes of the school sing in one of our 
two services. 

The need for a High School Choir and an 
enlargement of the present Senior Choir has 
been constantly brought to the notice of the 
membership. With all the training in sacred 
music, there is no reason why our choir 
should not number one hundred voices. 

Psalm 150 

PRAISE YE THE LORD 

First Chorus: Praise God in His sanctuary: 

Second Chorus: Praise Him in the firmament of .His power. 

First Chorus: Praise Him for His mighty acts: • 

Second Chorus: Praise Him according to His excellent greatness. 

First Chorus: Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet: 

Second Chorus: Praise Him with the psaltery and harp. 

First Chorus: 

Second Chorus: 

First Chorus: 

Second Chorus: 

Ful I Chorus: 

Praise Him with the tirr>brel and dance: 

Praise Him with stringed instruments and organs. 

Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: 

Praise Him upon the high sounding cymbals. 

Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord 

PRAISE YE THE LORD 
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FAMILY MEMBERS 

Ladies' Aid 

AMONG the auxiliary organizations, none 
occupies a place of higher regard for all the 
years of service to the congregation than 
does the Ladies' Aid. Due to an unfortunate 
loss of all documents relating to the society, 
the story of the Aid connot be told with the 
completenes to which it is entitled. 

In the winter of 1886-1887, the Aid was 
organized under the guidance of Pastor J. 
E. Bittner. Mrs. Bittner became the first
president. The thirteen charter members
were Mrs. J. E. Bittner, Mrs. Charles Bunde, 
Mrs. Fred Bunde, Mrs. John Heiser, Mrs.
Charles Kruger, Mrs. Karl Manske, Mrs.
David Moyer, Mrs. Karl Noetzel, Mrs. John
Plenke Sr., Mrs. Charles Podewiltz, Mrs.
Gottfried Popofski, Mrs. F. Veirdeen and
Mrs. Bertha Wheeler.

A list of past presidents or chairmen of the 
Aid has also survived: Mrs. J. Bittner, Mrs. 
John Plenke Sr., Mrs. Albert Eberhardt, Mrs. 
Gottfried Popofski, Mrs. William Leder, Mrs. 
F. Collier, Mrs. Herman Plenke, Mrs. Charles
Witt, Mrs. William Knoll, Mrs. John Rick-

man, Mrs. Sarah Markworth, Mrs. Fred Kar
natz, Mrs. F. Schreiner, Mrs. H. F. Kruger, 
Mrs. W. W. Rickman, Mrs. Ed Henke, Mrs. F. 
Manske, Mrs. M. Trantow, Mrs. Karl Witte, 
Mrs. C. K. Crouse and Mrs. Al W enzlaff. 

The purposes of the Ladies' Ai_d have al
ways been: 

1. To serve the Lord within its sphere.
2. To provide an opportunity for fel

lowship among the women of the con
gregation. 

3. To help financially and otherwise
to add beauty and improvement to the 
sanctuary, both exterior and interior. 

The first meetings were held in the homes 
of the members. During this time the custom 
of having a little snack at the end of the ses
sion originated. Kaffee and Kuchen might 
have come over from the Old World, for its 
usage seems to prevail throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. 

A reading from Scripture and a prayer 
and the singing of a hymn has become the 
traditional way of opening a meeting. Usually 
some educational item is on the docket. The 
state of various charities comes up for men-



tion and some of those that have benefitted 
directly are the Deaf Institute, (Detroit), 
Bethesda (Watertown), Children Home (Wau
watosa, folk of foreign lands thrust into dire 
need through two wars. 

One of the finest bits of work has been 
done through the sick-visitation committees 
who call on the superannuated and ailing. 
The Aid joins in sending baskets to the shut
ins at Christmas time and has done much to 
make the servicemen's Christmas package an 
outstanding success. 

The extent of the Aid's help to the con
gregation can be gauged from the fact that. 
almost $10,000 has been contributed through 
the years by the group toward the retirement 
of debts contracted by the congregation. The 
group has also been instrumental in dec
orating and redecorating the church; in in
stalling a lighting system; in contributing 
toward the present pipe organ and buying 
the confirmation robes. The present kitchen 
and its equipment, was purchased wholly by 
the Aid and they have a one-third interest in 
the tables and chairs in use in the church 
parlors. 

The m1ss10n program of the church was 
given a greater emphasis when the Aid 

Evening Guild 

THE Immanuel Evening Guild came into 
existence in January 1951, when a group of 
women met at the home of Mrs. Fred 
Schreiner to organize an auxiliary to the 
Immanuel Lutheran Ladies' Aid. This new 
organization was to include younger married 
women as well as business women unable to 
attend afternoon meetings. 

The following month, twenty-six charter 
members held their first meeting in the 
church parlors, at which time the following 
officers were elected: Mrs. Reuben Nelson, 
president; Mrs. Leonard Knuth, vice presi-

joined the Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League in 1944. The program of this body 
as well as the direct contribution made 
through the mite box method has beer.i. sub
stantial. 

At the present time the Aid has 109 mem
bers, 81 of which are on the active list, 21 
of which are honorary and 7 of which are 
inactive. 

The Aid meets in the afternoon on the last 
Wednesday of each month. The meetings are 
divided into three classes: 4 business meet
ings, 4 missionary, and 4 social meetings. 

The present officers are: Mrs. Al Wenz
laff, president; Mrs. R. E. Clausen, vice presi
dent; Mrs. Henry Arndt, secretary, and Mrs. 
L. C. Behrend, treasurer.

The story of the Aid has been told, not
only for the sake of recording the past, but 
to make an appeal to the present. When an 
organization can prove its existence is a 
blessing to the congregation, surely it ought 
to inspire more women to become members 
of the Immanuel Ladies' Aid. 

With our motto, "I will guide thee with 
Mine eye" (Ps. 32:8) may God continue to 
bless the church through this active auxiliary. 

dent; Mrs. Richard Hahn, secretary, and Mrs. 
Clayton Manthey, treasurer. 

Charter members were: Mrs. Henry Arndt, 
Mrs. Wayne Alfsen, Mrs. Calvin Bowes, Mrs. 
Ray Bunde, Mrs. Alice Goggins, Mrs. Rein
hold Herzberg, Mrs. Richard Hahn, Mrs. Fred 
Karnatz, Mrs. Leonard Knuth, Mrs. Ernst 
Kuechle, Mrs. Lynn Langton, Mrs. Elmer 
Loock, Mrs. Clayton Manthe)', Mrs. Erna 
Markworth, Mrs. Ceylon Miller, Mrs. Emma 
Miller, Mrs. Reuben Nelson, Mrs. Morris 
Nystrom, Mrs. Leo Neitzel, Mrs. Charles 
Panter, Mrs. Remy Picard, Mrs. Harold 
Sanger, Mrs. Esley Schultz, Mrs. Emil Schroe
del, Mrs. Weldon Tenpas and Mrs. Harold 
Zager. 

In March, the group voted to become known 
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as the Immanuel Evening Guild and selected 
the second Tuesday of each month as its reg
ular meeting date. The aim was to provide 
fellow�,)hip, Christian education, sociability 
and to be in the truest sense an aid to thE: 
congregation. 

From the very beginning some emphasis 
was given to missions. Special films, speakers 
and panel discussions have helped to focus 
interest on mission needs and growth. 

In January, 1953, the organization became 
a member of the Lutheran Women's Mission
ary League. Attendance at the L.W.M.L. ral
lies in the spring and fall, and participation in 
the district-wide retreat at Camp Luther, 
Three Lakes, has proved to be a real inspira
tion. Contributing to this same purpose, have 
been some films and an illustrated lecture on 
Japan by Pastor Clifford Brege and another 
on Hong Kong by M:issionary Hintz. 

Each year the Guild has had a delightful 
Christmas Tea. The Christmas mood gets off 
to a running start with the singing of the 
lovely Christmas carols in a beautiful Christ
mas setting and the presentations which fea
tured the story of the coming of the Son of 
God. The tremendous demand for this · Tea 
has caused the group to drop the counterpart 
of it in the spring, but not before three such 
spring_ teas were held. 

The program has always been of a high 
order and has included demonstrations, book 
reviews, a play, a travelogue, an Antique 
and Hobby Show, a Hat Party, Mothers' Day 
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Tea, a Fall Round-up and a Country Fair. 
Chapters were read from a book on church 
history, "The March of Faith." 

Officers who have served the group other 
than those who were mentioned for the char
ter year, were: 

1953-Mrs. Erna Hoffmann, president; 
Mrs. Rene Jackson, vice president; Mrs. Cey
lon Miller, secretary, and Mrs. Martin Kirch
hoefer, treasurer. 

1954-Mrs. Rene Jackson, president; Mrs. 
F. Karnatz, vice president; Mrs. Harold
Sanger, secretary, and. Mrs. Irma Neitzel
Timm, treasurer.

1955-Mrs. Fred Karnatz, president; Mrs. 
Richard Hahn, vice president, Mrs. Charles 
Panter Jr., secretary, and Mrs. Frank Geisler, 
treasurer. 

1956-Mrs. Richard Hahn, president; Mrs. 
George Jackson, vice president; Mrs. Algot 
Swanson, secretary, and Mrs. James Akey, 
treasurer. 

1957-Mrs. George Jackson, president; Mrs. 
Gerhardt Schmidt, vice president; Mrs. David 
Markworth, secretary, and Mrs. Norman 
Utech, treasurer. 

For the past six years Miss Alma Peters 
has been historian. 

A fine spirit and fellowship has always 
marked the Guild. There can be no doubt 
that, under God, the organization can be a 
constant source of blessing to its members 
and the congregation. 



Men's Club 

THE Men's Club of Immanuel Lutheran 
Church is another facet of congregational life 
which happily shares in this celebration of. 
our 75th anniversary. 

Although the early minutes of this organ
ization have been lost, there are still many 
among us who remember the early days. The 
original impulse to organize came from the 
fine new gymnasium under the big room 
of the school. There it stood - used only by 
the children. Were there not grownups who 
also needed physical activity? Basketball was 
too fast and too complicated for men in the 
forties and fifties. But how about volleyball? 
The idea caught fire and soon men were bat
ting the old ball around on one night per 
week. They had so much fun that they de
cided upon a permanent organization. Thus, 
the Men's Club was born. 

This original group did not manage to 
survive too long. For a short time it dissolved 
and then came to life again in 1932. Monthly 
1dinners, volleyball, card playing and the 
friendly association of men were the things 
that attracted folk into membership. 

In stray bulletins that survived from the 
year 1935, the announcement appeared on a 
November 24, "Men's Club Rab�it Hunt on 
Sunday, December 1 2.":ter the English serv
ice." The word "after" was capitalized, and 
the note was added: "Members not attending 
service first, will be disqualified from the 
hunt." Every member was to register at the 
church parlors before starting out on the 

hunt. The members were divided into two 
teams. Whoever bagged the greatest number 
was entertained at a dinner featuring "hasen
pfeffer" during the week. On December 1 the 
notice appeared: "Men's Club Rabbit Hunt 
today. (Rabbits, please, take notice)." 

During the years, the Men's Club has been 
instrumental in fostering many worthwhile 
endeavors among us. The Boy Scout Troop, 
providing fun and a growing program for 
the boys of our parish has had the constant 
guidance and assistance of the Men's Club. 
The recent remodeling of the church base
ment was a fine experience for us as was 
the dinner for the athletic squads of our 
school, and the high social event of the sea
son, "Ladies' Night." These things all belong 
to the yearly program of the Men's Club, 
staffed by Morris Nystrom, president; Eddie 
Steinacker, vice president; Esley Schultz, sec
retary, and Florian Ashenberg, treasurer. 

The Men's Club is also affiliated with the 
Lutheran Laymen's League, that splendid 
national group which is responsible for the 
Lutheran Hour and has so many fine things 
to its credit. While the Men's Club is a part 
of the national body on a club basis, indi
viduals of the Club and any member of the 
congregation are urged to join on an individ
ual basis. Various types of memberships are 
fitted to the purses of all. The Men's Club 
appoints a membership secretary . for the 
League. 

During this observation of the 75th year of 
Immanuel, the Men's Club looks forward to 
continuing success under the grace of our 
Lord. We, in turn, invite all the men of Im
manuel to come and meet with us for a 
friendly enrichment of congregational life. 



Mothers' Club 

THE Immanuel Lutheran Mothers' Club 
was organized between 1930 and 1933. Some 
of the first officers were Mrs. Bill Bethke, 
Mrs. Erv Gleue, Mrs. Phil Zeaman and Mrs. 
Art Gintz. 

In the winter of 1949, the Mothers' Club 
worked with greater enthusiam because a 
new addition had been added to the old 
school buildinrg. Many items were needed 
to help equip the additional four rooms and 
kitchen. The Mothers' Club membership stood 
at 134. 

Yearly donations are made to the Luther
an Hour, the Girl Scouts and the Christmas 
baskets that are sent to the sick and shut-ins 
are packed and delivered by the Mothers' 
Club. 

Wa Ith er League 

WE lack material� wherewith to write a 
story reaching far into the past. Fortunately, 
an occasional reference to young people in 
the minutes of the voters indicates the pres
ence of a young people's organization. 

On July 10, 1887, the voters resolved 
that the pastor be permitted to use the school 
with light from the church at night to hold 
evening school with the young people. (The 
portable lamps could be moved from one 
building to the other.) On July 30, 1893, per
mission to clean the organ was granted to the 
young folk. Every now and then, some such 
occasional good deed gets notice in the 
church records. 

The _national and international organiza
tion of the Walther League in 1917 was 
necessary to give the young people a worth
while program. As our youth adopted and 
used that program, Christian knowledge, 
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The Mothers' Club has been affiliated with 
the National Lutheran Parents and Teachers 
League since February, 1956. This organi
zation supplies booklets and material at 
our monthly meetings helping parents and 
teachers to cooperate intelligently in the 
Christian training of the child. 

The Mothers' Club encouraged the hot 
lunch program which now has been in prog
ress for several years. 

A project committee has divided our group 
into Circles to plan group activities, which 
provide financial assistance to our club and 
encourage Christian stewardship. 

Our present enrollment consists of 161 
mothers. Officers guiding the club's activi
ties this year are Mrs. LeRoy Albert, presi
dent; Mrs. Carl Tischer, vice president; Mrs. 
Harold Appel, secretary, and Mrs. Richard 
Calvi, treasurer. 

Christian service and Christian fellowship, 
got their place on the agenda of the local 
society. Our young folk began going to 
League camps in summer and the District 
convention and Talent Quest became fixed 
parts of the program. Both, a junior and 
senior department of the League began to 
function. 

The first meeting, of which the minutes 
remain, is dated April 9, 1920, when the con
stitution was presented and adopted. The 

. first slate of officers for the Junior League 
consisted of Norma Bunde, president; David 
Kleberg, vice president; Gladys Plenke, sec
retary; Harry Hanneman, treasurer. In the 
meeting of April 28 all the members signed 
the constitution. 

The minutes of September, 1920, reported 
by the secretary read: 

"We thought we would like to have a 
little social meeting, so we played the fol
lowing games: 1. Walking on the water; 
2. Going to Jersualem; 3. Pass the Pan;
4. And the most exciting of all, some of



us were hypnotized. And that was the 
end of a perfect evening." 

The secretary had some trouble with the 
name of the minister. Pastor Kretzschmar 
has his name entered as "Kretsmyer." 

In· 1922 the first reference to the Wheat 
Ridge Christmas Seal Campaign occurs. The 
venture began humbly enough: Four books 
of seals were ordered and, I suppose, were 
sold singly or in pairs or by tens, just as the 
contributor wished. 

The official publication of the League "The 
Walther League Messenger" was taken by 
all members, the first 100% subscription 
campaign. 

In a stray church bulletin from May, 1935, 
there is a report of a District Walther League. 
Talent Quest about to be held at Trinity 
Lutheran School, Merrill. Then follows this 
paragraph: 

"Every kind of talent will be pre
sented. Both junior and senior leaguers 
will participate. Our banner will be held 
high by the following: "Pete" Markworth 
and Gilbert Arndt, oratory Charlotte 
Knief, essay; Leona Keip, vocal solo; 
Meredith Blanchfield, Lorraine Neitzel, 
"Bob Panter and "Ricky" Knoll, dra
matics; Paula Knief, Leona Keip and 
Laura Kretzschmar, art; Viola Hofman 
and Eleanor Neitzel, fancy knitting." 

Naturally, then .as now, the organizational 
treasury always lacked and so various de
vices were resorted to in 1936 to get some 
of the "wherewithal". Among these was a 
plate supper sponsored by the Walther 
League, in which the visitor was promised 
two generous hamburger sandwiches, pickles, 
cake and coffee for the price of 20c, children 
10c. Imagine making money with such prices! 
Another money-maker was the annual Wal
ther League fellowship banquet which was 
held in the church parlors. Under Mr. Mader's 
leadership pictures were shown and home
made candy sold. 

On June 16, 1936, the Seniors held their 
Outdoor Camp program at Robinson Park, 
with Marshfield and Nekoosa young people 
as guests. 

In 1938, the District Walther League Con
vention was entertained by the local society. 

A big service was held at the Fieldhouse with 
President H. Behnken preaching and Dr. O. 
P. Kretzmann, executive secretary of the
League, addressing the group in the after
noon, and at the banquet held in the old
Armory in the evening. Bill Birk served as
toa:;tmaster. The Ladies' Aid brought the
food from the church kitchen to the Armory
and served the several hundred in attendance.

We were host to a District Talent Quest in 
the early 40's. Once again a service was held 
in the Fieldhouse. In the afternoon there 
were demonstrations ranging all the way 
from singing to fancy work. In the evening 
the stand-outs of the day were presented 
in a program. 

In recent years, beside local interests, the 
League has gone into an area or zone pro
gram. During the winter months, basketball 
is featured. Our teams have done outstand
ingly well and won the championship in 1957. 
In the summer a. softball league takes over. 
Occasional roller skating parties occur, in 
which one group invites all the rest. 

Also in the late years the summer pro
gram has been enhanced by trips to the Chain 
O'Lakes, Waupaca; Devil's Lake, Baraboo; 
picnics at South Wood County Park, bowling 
parties and other activties. 

Meetings during the winter months alter
nate with business matters and Christian 
knowledge featured in the first and social 
activity in the second meeting. 

As part of its Christian service · program 
the Walther League handles the annual Wheat 
Ridge Christmas Seals program, the mailing 
of Portals of Prayer, assistance in Daily Va
catfon Bible School, etc. Mr. D. Kersten is 
the counsellor, assisted by Mrs. Ken Christen
son. 

The present staff of officers consists of 
Peter Markworth, chairman; Roger Oestreich, 
vice chairman; Judith Utech, secretary; Joan 
Haefner, treasurer; Linda Taylor, Christian 
Growth chairman; Richard Arndt, assistant 
Christian Growth chairman. 

The entertainment and recreation commit
tee has the following members: Kathryn 
Kuechle, Karen Nystrom, Judy Knudson, 
Roger Oestreich, Ronald Miller, Ronald 
Glebke, Cheri Berg and Gloria Goldamer. 
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Girl Scouting 

GIRL Scouting is almost twenty-years-old 
- just lacking one year. In 1938 the Mothers'
Club under the chairmanship of Mrs. Frank
Manske was instrumental in organizing the
first troops. In charge of the Brownies was
Mrs. F. Schreiner, with Mrs. H. Haertel di
recting the Intermediate Troop.

Mrs. Ed Henke and Mrs. Harold Zag�r 
comprised a troop committee whose duty it 
was to organize troops, find leaders, meeting 
place and to plan programs. Soon after a 
Senior Girl Scout Troop came into being, tak
ing in the children in seventh and eighth 
grades and high school. The first meetings 
were held in homes. 

The Mothers' Club acts as sponsor to Girl 
Scouting. 

There has been a gradual increase of mem
bership in scouting in the congregation until 
at present we have 56 Girl Scouts, 11 leaders, 
9 troop committee members and a service 
team which consists of a neighborhood chair
man and troop organizer. 

The scout organization tries to get a child 

Boy Scouts 

ON December 6, 1940, the Men's Club ap
plied for a charter from the National Boy 
Scout Council, giving them permission to 
sponsor a Boy Scout troop. They were as
signed national number 69. 

The original committee was Ledger Kar
stetter, scoutmaster; Eldon Hoffman and 

. Clayton Manthey, assistant scoumasters, with 
Martin Panter, chairman, Harold Zager, Paul 
Kegler and Frank Rickman as committeemen. 

There were 22 boys on the original charter. 
Troop 69 has always been one of the lead

ing troops in South Wood District. It has par-
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wherever it might be, with whatever interests 
it might have - and tries to provide a goodly 
measure of guidance and inspiration. Work 
at school is undergirded. The virtues of fidel
ity and conscientiousness are communicated. 

Many useful arts and crafts have been 
learned. All who will are granted the chance 
at camping experience in day outings or 
weekly camps. 

As a community service the Girl Scouts 
have helped in the drives for Community 
Chest and the March of Dimes. They have 
made Christmas stockings for the Infirmary 
and staged entertainments for the aged. With
in our congregation the Girl Scouts have 
helped with Christmas baskets, done some 
caroling at Christmas time for the shut-ins, 
decorated the cross on the church premises 
for the holiday season, and two years ago 
took all used and frayed hymnals and put 
them into a good state of repair. 

Present leaders and their assistants are 
Joanne Wilborn, Barbara Miller, Mrs. Donald 
Dhein, Mrs. Richard Erickson, Mrs. Fred Kes
ter, Mrs. Horace Ryun, Mrs. Charles Steward, 
Mrs. Carol Schultz, and Mrs. William Witten
berg. Mrs. Fred Mantey is neighborhood 
chairman; Mrs. Fritz Haefner, troop consult
ant, and Mrs. Alex Spatz, troop organizer. 

ticipated in all activities and has shared in 
many of the honors. 

The troop has had over 200 boys on its 
roster, averaging about 25 boys per year. 
At present there are 32 boys active and has 
a representation of 7 boys in the South Wood 
County Boy Scout Drum and Bugle Corps. 

The leaders are Frank Geisler, scoutmas
ter; Duane Ryun, assistant; Roger Benson, in
stitutional representative; committeemen are 
Harold Zager, chairman, Earl Fox, James 
Akey, Eldor Pofahl and Fred Klingforth. 

Scout Troop 69 meets every Monday eve
ning at 7:00 P.M. in the school. An invita
tion is extended to all boys 11-years-old and 
older to join the troop - to enjoy the great 
life of scouting. 



Cub Scouts 

THE organizational meeting for Cub Pack 
69 was held in December, 1951, at the school. 
Thirty boys, between the ages of 8-11, turned 
out for the occasion. Al Kluge was appointed 
Cubmaster and the Men's Club of the church 
assumed sponsorship for the group. The flag, 
which is part of its equipment, was presented 
by the local chapter of the Women's Relief 
Corps. 

Each week the boys meet in the home of 
a den mother where skits are practiced and 
various handicrafts are engaged in. On the 
last Tuesday of each month the Pack meeting 
is held, with boys and parents in attendance, 
and the boys displaying their handicraft proj
ects and presenting their skits. At such a 
meeting badges are also awarded. Every Feb
ruary the Pack has a Blue-and-Gold banquet, 
which is attended together with the parents. 
In December a Christmas party is held, at 
which time boys exchange gifts which they 
themselves have made. Dens manage to tour 
various places of interest in the city. They 
have been to the Telephone Co., Fire Dept., 
Nursery, Courthouse and the Tribune, just 
to name a few. 

Since February, 1953, when Mr. Kluge 
resigned his post, Mr. Horace D. Ryun has 
been in charge as Cubmaster. At present, 42 
boys are in the Pack. There have been 38 of 
the highest awards presented for Cub Scout
ing. Pack 69 has taken an active part in the 
Scout Circus at Witter Field, in paper drives, 
and in the Scout-O-Rama. In February, 1955, 

Pack 69's window display was judged the best 
of the competitive displays in South Wood 
County District. The Pack has always regis
tered on time, receiving ribbons of recogni
tion for this from Samoset Council. 

The Cub committee consists, beside the 
cubmaster and his assistant, of a chairman, 
an ideals man, a business manager and of 
Den Fathers, later called committeemen. At 
present the folks holding these offices are H. 
D. Ryun, cubmaster; Ray Vallin, assistant;
Leslie Klingforth, chairman; · Elmer Loock
and Oscar Neitzel, committeemen. Among
names from previous years are Fred Kling
forth, Claude Hesterman, Art Rasmussen,
Ceylon Miller, Randy Facklam, Joe Nyre, 
Otto Helmke, Wayne Alfson and Walter Yurk.

If names are mentioned, one must not 
overlook the real heroes in this venture, the 
den mothers. They are: Mrs. Delbert Zuege, 
Mrs. Elmer Loock, Mrs. H. Ryun, Mrs. D. 
Kronstedt and Mrs. Oscar Neitzel. We should 
like to list those of other years, without re
peating any names: Mrs. Charles Gazeley, 
Mrs. E. Hasenohrl, Mrs. Claude Hesterman, 
Mrs. F. Klingforth, Mrs. Ray Vallin, . Mrs. 
John Wilborn, Mrs. Wilbur Pruss, Mrs. Art 
Rasmussen, Mrs. Irvin Martin, Mrs. Leo Rei
man, Mrs. Lewis Perkins and Mrs. Louis 
Nichols. 

Den Chiefs are senior Scouts who assist. 
The names turned in are Harold Ryun, Joel 
Helmke, Freddie Klingforth, Ed Ryun, Dale 
Schmidt, Bob Ryun, Tom Vallin, James Wil
born, Randolph Facklam Jr., Bill Loock, Law
rence Kohls, Leslie Winters, Buddy Gadow, 
Jim Pagel, Duane Ryun, Sonny Winters, and 
Ed Hentz. 

Postscript 

The story of all the organizations is quickly told. TOO QUICKLY! Only those close 

to the actual activities of each group realize the tremendous ·amount of planning and 

energetic execution of plans which is involved. 

We wish we could mention all your names and tell what each of you has con

tributed. Since this is manifestly impossible, may we not hope that those who have bene

fited in so many instances may remember all that we have omitted. Surely, the con

gregation as a whole ought to be most grateful. God bless you for all that you have done! 
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For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

Who Thee by faith before the world confest, 

Thy name, 0 Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress, and their 
Might; 

Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought 
fight; 

Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 

Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 

And win with them the victor's crown of gold. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

0 bl est communion, tel lowship divine, 

We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 



The· Family Heaven 

THERE should be one page in a book of 
remembrance for the many who once be
longed to the church on earth, but now 
belong to the church in heaven. "Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown which the 
Lord, the Righteous Judge, will give me at 
that day and not to me only, but unto all them 
also that love His appearing." Such is our 
faith, based not on wishful thinking, but on 
explicit promises of Christ and His inspired 
witnesses. 

"They shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of My 
hand." 

"I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you unto 
Myself, that where I am, there ye may 
be also." 

"Then shall the righteous shine as the 
sun in the Kingdom of their Father." 
For all that they contributed to the con

gregation, for the faith which they helped 
to transmit and for which they sought a 
hearing for themselves and for others; for 
having been a salt and a .light; for every con-

. structive deed and for every act of fidelity 
- we would remember them.

As we look back, we thank God for all the 
years that we have been privileged to hear 
the Word and be blessed through the Sacra
ments; for every voice of awakening, instruc
tion, admonition, consolation. We praise our 
Lord for showing us the way of salvation, 
for warning and arousing us, when we were 
in peril, and for comforting us when sin or 
trouble weighed down our hearts, and for 
giving us a foretaste of eternal life. 

As we look ahead, we pray that the good 
Lord might continue His mercies and give 
unto all of us hearing ears and open and 
willing hearts. By His Holy Spirit may He 
cause us to grow in the knowledge of His 
Son and thus increase our faith and love. 
And in view of our responsibilities, we ask 
that He may set us to be a blessing in the 
personal and civic and economic relations of 
life. May He grant that all of us become will
ing and stay willing to assist in the task of 
evangelizing the world and of helping bear 
the burdens of men that the Law of Christ 
might be fulfilled and His mind be in us. 
And at the end of our course, may we be 
permitted to hear His gracious word: "Well 
done, good and faithful servant. Enter Thou 
into the joy of Thy Lord." 

All which we pray for His love's sake -
· Amen.
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